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The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearenan) took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers,

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
STANDARD GAUGE RAILWAY
Station ArTrangemenIts in Swan

Electorate
1.Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Railways:,
(1) Is it Proposed to close or shift

the East Guildford station when
the standard gauge railway is
opened?

(2) Wil flashing signals be placed on
level crossings in the Hazelinere
area?
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(3) Will any stations be set up be-
tween West Midland and Kew-
dale?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) No.
(2) Yes.
(3) No.

PERMANENT WAY EMPLOYEES
Wastage, Strength, and Daily Wages

2. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Railways;

What is the position in regard to
permanent way employees in the
Government railways in respect of
the following matters:-
(a) What is the wastage of em-

ployees as against those en-
gaged?

(bi Are all districts up to
strength?

(ci What is the daily rate of
wages?

(d) Are married or single per-
manent way employees given
any advance wages or assist-
ance when sent to country
lobs?

Mr. COURT replied:
(a) Since the 1st January, 1964, a

total of 788 permanent way em-
ployees have been engaged,
whilst 801 have left.

(bi No.
(ci South-West Land Division (where

most vacancies occur)-
Repairer, 1st year-ES 5s. 6d. per

day.
Repairer, 2nd year-ES 6s. 4d.

per day.
Repairer, 3rd year-E3 8s. per

day.
(d) Newly engaged permanent way

employees, both married and
single, upon request may be paid
an advance of £5 on their wages
after having completed three days'
work, Flee passes to places of
employment are provided. Mar-
ried men are refunded freight
charges on freight of furniture
from place of engagement after
three months' satisfactory service.
Where desired, such freight
charges are payable at £2 per
pay.

NORTH PERTH POLICE STATION
Inquiries and Convictions

3. Mr. O'CONNOR asked the Minister for
Police:
(1) How many inquiries and convic-

tions were made by the North
Perth Pollce Station for the
periods-
(a) the 1st July, 1960, to the 30th

June. 1961;

(b) the 1st July, 1963, to the 30th
June, 1964?

(2) Does he consider a large amount
of the increase Is due to the com-
pletion of Beatty Park Swimming
Pool in this area?

Officers Employed
(3) What was the number of police

employed at the North Perth
Police Station on-
(a) the 30th June, 1961;
(b) the 30th June, 1964?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) Inquiries made by police at

suburban stations cover a wide
field, such as miscellaneous crime,
missing persons, warrants, sum-
monses, traffic matters and -so
forth, and numbers are not avail-
able. However, charges brought
before the courts fromn the North
Perth Police Station were:

1960-61-
Police Court--53.
Children's Court-S6.

1963-64--
Police Court-uS1.
Children's Court-51.

(2) Yes.
(3) (a) and (b) Four.

RAILWAY CROSSINGS
Installation of "Stop" Signs

4. Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister
for Railways:

Will he-
(a) have installed at all rail

crossings not light controlled.
large red Painted "'Stop"
signs at right angles to, and
at just sufficient truck load
clearance to confront, on-
coming vehicular traffic:

(hi leave in position such "Stop"
signs until such rail crossings
are light controlled;

(ci have amended the appropriate
regulation to ensure that
vehicles must stop so that
drivers can be assured that
rail traffic is not in sight, or
Is at a greater distance than
440 yards?

Mr. COURT replied:
(a) Level crossing signs are in accor-

dance with uniform codes and it
is not desired that these be varied-
The provision of "Stop" signs at
level crossings is the responslhiiity
of the main Roads Department.
The question will be referred to
that department and any other
appropriate departments for con-
sideration in conjunction with the
W.A. Government Railways.

(hi and (c) Answered by (a).
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GREAT EASTERN HIGHWAY
Widening from Helena Street to West

Midland
5. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Works:
(1) Does the Main Roads Department

intend to widen Great Eastern
Highway, Midland, from Helena
Street to West Midland?

(2) Have the Main Roads and Town
Planning Departments conferred
to ascertain if such widening i s
taken into account before a new
bus terminal, etc., is built opposite
the Town Hall, Midland?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) Associated with the development

of railway property at Midland,
the Main Roads Department, the
Railways Department, and the
Town Planning Department are
giving consideration to the widen-
ing of Great Eastern Highway
between Helena Street and West
Midland.

(2) Answered by No. (1).

KOONGAMIA TRAIN SERVICE
Discontinuance, and Replacement by

Bus Service
6. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Railways:
(1) Is it the intention of the railways

to discontinue the icoongamia
train service in November?

(2) Are any plans prepared for com-
mencing a bus service to Soon-
gamia and beyond before the
closing down of railways?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) No.
(2) Plans are being prepared for the

introduction of bus services to
coincide with the closing down of
the railway.

SEWERAGE FOR MIDLAND AREA
Completion

'7. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) Are any plans being prepared for

completing sewerage in the Mid-
land to Bellevue area?

(2) If not, when is it expected this
area will be sewered?

(3) Are any plans being prepared for
sewerage in the balance of the
Midland area?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) No.
(2) This will depend on future de-

velopment and availability of
finance.

(3) No.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES'
DISTRICT ALLOWANCE

Inclusion in Annual Holiday Pay

8. Mr. EVANS asked the Premier:
(1) Is a Government employee entitled

to receive the district allowance
increment in his annual holiday
pay, appropriate to his district of
employment, e.g., Kalgoorlie-
Boulder. when the employee
spends his holidays in another
district where the same amount
of district allowance is not pay-

ale?
(2) If not, why not?

Mr. BRAND replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Answered by No. (1),

BATHURST STREET, DIANELLA

Approval of Closure

9. Mr. TOMS asked the Minister for
Lands:
(1) When was the closure of Bathurst

Street access to Homer Street,
Dianella, approved?

(2) Under what authority, and for
what Purpose, was the closure
made?

Mr. BOVEIL replied:
(1) and (2) The prevention of access

to Homer Street from Bathurst
Street, Dianella, was provided for
by the Shire of Perth in its Town
Planning Scheme No. 1, Amend-
ment No. 1, as gazetted on the
20th March, 1964.

STATE HOUSING COMMISSION
BUILDING PROGRAMMES

Ashfteld

10. Mr. TOMS asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Housing:
(1) What is the State Housing Com-

mission's building Programme for
the current year at Ashfield?

Notification to Education
Department

(2) Is the Education Department ad-
vised of the commission's building
activities in the various housing
areas?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) Since the 1st July, 1964, four

houses have been completed and
contracts signed for a further four,
and tenders will be Progressively
arranged for 16 more honses.

(2) Yes.
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T.AB. AGENCY 81: TELEPHONE BETS (12) Will he supply a list of the ques-

Refusal o1 Acceptance by T.A.B.

11. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Police:
(1) Did the T.A.B. agent at Agency

81 on the 12th January. 1963, take
two telephone bets of £50 on two
horses competing at the trotting
meeting held that night and
machine tickets for the bets and
the board refused to accept the
bets?

(2) Did not the agent, in accordance
with the Procedure permitted by
the board, lend to the bettor the
£100 to enable him to make the
bets by telephone?

(3) Was not the agent, therefore, be-
cause of the board's refusal of the
bets, put in the position that if
either horse won he personally
would have to pay the bettor and
if both horses were beaten he
would have to stand the loss if
the bettor failed to Pay for the
bets ?

(4) Have there been any other cases
of a similar nature?

(5) Was the reason given to the agent
for the board's refusal of the bets
that the board was holding too
much money for those particular
horses?

(6) Several minutes after the race and
the two horses had been beaten
did an employee of the board at
the collating centre ring the agent
at Agency 81 and inquire if the
tickets for the refused bets had
been machined and cancelled?

('7) Upon being informed that the
tickets had been machined but
not cancelled, did the employee
from the collating centre Instruct
the agent to cancel the tickets?,

(8) Later, did Mr. Byrth, investiga-
tion offcer, T.A.B., tell the agent
that although he had personally
fielded the bets he could not keep
the money?

(9) Following this advice did the agent
make an appointment to see the
chairman, Mr. Maher, and upon
the latter's insistence upon the
former's paying over the money,
a cheque for £96 5s. was paid in?

(10) Did not this cheque for £96 5s.
represent the amount involved for
the two wagers of £50 each which
the board refused to accept, less
the agent's commission?

(11) Did the board chairman Place a
questionnaire before the agent
and the bettor which they de-
dined to answer and sign?

tions which were placed before the
two men?

(13) Did the bettor ask unsuccessfully
for his money for the cancelled
bets to be refunded?

Dismissal of Agent
(14) Did Mr. Maher tell the agent that

he did not want to get rid of
him but the board had instructed
him to dispense with the agent's
services?

(15) Did Mr. Maher at first suspend
the agent and subsequently dis-
miss him?

(16) Were the members of the board
aware of the details of the two
bets taken by the agent at Agency
81 and of the fact that the chair-
man had demanded and obtained
the £100, less commission, and
had refused to refund it to the
bettor?

(17) Did all the members of the board
approve of the chairman's action
in refusing to refund to the bettor
the Money for the cancelled bets?

(18) Will he reconcile the answers
which he gave to Nos. (4), (6),
and ('7) of question No. 19 on
Wednesday, the 12th August, with
the answvers to these questions?
Treatment of Ex-agent

(19) Does he not think that the ex-
agent, who is a soldier pensioner,
was treated harshly and ungrate-
fully, considering that through his
agency the board profited by £96
5is. for bets which it declined to
accept and which It instructed
were to be cancelled?

(20) What does he propose to do about
the matter?

Auditor's Report on Transaction
(21) Did the auditors, Messrs. MeLaren

& Stewart, report on the trans-
actions?

(22) If not, why did they not do so?
Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) No.
(2) to (22) Answered by No. (1).

12. This question was postponed.

GRAIN AND SUPERPHOSPHATE:
ROAD HAULAGE

Tonnage and Rates
13. Mr. HART asked the Minister for

Transport:
Regarding grain and superphos-
phate road haulage-
(1) What are the road haulage

rates per ton mile between
Pingrup and Albany for grain
and superphosphate?
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(2) What number of tons was
carted for the year ended the
30th June, 1963-
(a) grain;
(b) superphosphate?

(3) What are the road haulage
rates per ton mnile applying
between Lake Camm, Lake
Varley, and Holt Rock to
Newdegate railhead for grain
and superphosphate?

(4) What number of tons was
carted for the year ended the
30th June, 1963-
(a) grain;
(b) superphosphate?

(5) If the per ton mile cost is dif-
ferent, why the difference?

Mr, CRAIG replied:
(1) A flat rate of 4-.d. per ton mile

for both grain and fertiliser.
(2) (a) Grain, 13,601 tons.

(b) Fertiliser, 5,057 tons.
(3) A flat rate of 4d. per ton mile

for both grain and fertiliser.
(4) (a) Grain, 11,750 tons.

(b) Fertiliser, 2,675 tons.
(5) Prior to the 1962-63 season the

rate in the Lakes bin areas was
6d. per ton mile and since then the
lower rate of 4d. per ton mile has
been obtained.
Similarly in the Pingrup area the
present rate of 41d. has been ob-
tained since the original rate of
5d. per ton mile was obtained
following the rail closure in 1957.
The operators in the Pingrup area
have considerably higher overhead
costs than those for the operator
in the Lakes bin areas.

TRADE SHIPS
Names and Countries of Origin

14. Mr. FLETCHER asked the minister
for Industrial Development;
(1) What are the names and countries

of origin of the last three trade
ships from Western Australia?

Use of M.V. "Kan garoo"'
(2) Why was M.V. Kangaroo not used

in the moat recent mission?
(3) Would it not have been preferable

for the State Government to pay
the half share of this mission cost
to State shipping rather than to
an overseas shipping line?

(4) Since the IvLV. Kangaroo could
possibly be of greater assistance
to the State economy as an occa-
sional trade ship rather than on
around -Australia trips to search
for business, will he endeavour to
influence chambers of commerce
or others to show a preference for
State mission ships with a view
to assisting State revenue?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) Names and countries of origin of

the last three Australian trade
ships are as follows:

0I) "Centaur" -Unlted Kingdom
01i) 'Chandpara "-United King-

dorn
(li) "Straat Eanka" - Nether-

lands.
(2) The Australian Chambers of Com-

merce Export Council did not
approach the State Government
to ask for MV. Kangaroo to be
made available. However, had
it done so, she would not have
been available owing to her basic
commitment to service the north-
west of Western Australia.

(3) All the trade ship missions referred
to above have been Australia-wide
and not State sponsored. The
State Government did not pay a
hall-share of the Centaur mission
costs. The vessel was chartered
by the Australian Chambers of
Commerce Export Council. The
State Government's contribution
for space was £13,200, £6,600 of
which was recouped by private
exhibitors. However, the question
of whether or not it would have
been more advantageous to use
this money to sponsor a trade
ship venture in a State ship does
not arise as no State ship would
have been available for this pur-
pose.

(4) The M.V. Kangaroo and other
State ships are fully committed to
meeting the day to day needs of
the north-west and Kimberleys.
The around-Australia voyages are
an experiment to test the improved
economics of such operations in
view of the changing pattern of
freight and also test the inter-
state transport service the ships
can give for products of the north.
Diversion to overseas trade mis-
sion ship work would defeat the
basic objectives of the State
Shipping Service fleet.
]Furthermore, trade ships are con-
sidered by the State Government
to have served their purpose for
the time being in opening up over-
seas markets for Australian ex-
porters. Follow-up will be carried
out by small scale trade groups or
individuals.

15. This question was postponed.

ALBANY REGIONAL HOSPITAL
Enlargement of Parking Area and

Road Widening

16. Mr. H4ALL asked the Chief Secretary:
(1) In view of the answers given to

questions asked on the 8th August.
1963, pertaining to the inadequacy
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of parking area at the Albany
Regional Hospital, can he advise
If investigations were ever made;
and, if so, when?

(2) If investigations were made, what
are the intentions of the Health
Department with respect to altera-
tions or enlargement of inadequate
parking facilities?

M~r.
(1)

ROSS HT~CHINSON replied:
Yes-inspections were made on
the 20th August, 1963 and the 20th
May, 1964.

(2) For normal hospital requirements
parking facilities are adequate.
Any problems arising from the
congregation of a large number of
visitors is considered to be a
matter for the local authority.

DEFENCE AND SPACE RESEARCH

United States Base at Albany

17. Mr. HALT asked the Premier:
As the United States Ambassador
has stated that there will be a
closer co-operation on defence and
space research between the United
States and Australia, and in view
of a statement made by the United
States Ambassador in Albany on
Friday. the 1st November, 1963,
that a United States base link
with Albany was a possibility, can
he advise the House if representa-
tions have been made either
through the Commonwealth or to
the United States of America
direct to establish a naval base
or space research station at
Albany?

Mr. BRAND replied:
Both the United States Embassy
in Australia and the Common-
wealth Government are aware
that the Government of this
State will extend its fullest co-
operation in any acceptable pro-
posal to establish either defence or
space projects in Western Aus-
tralia.
The location of any such project is
initially a matter for the United
States Government.

FLOODING IN SOUTH-WEST
Survey of Damage

18. Mr. ROWEERRY asked the Minister
for Works:
(1.) Has a survey of the recent flood

damage to roads, bridges, and cul-
verts been completed?

(2) If not, how soon will this be
accomplished?

(3) How many bridges, culverts, and
abutments to same were damaged
or destroyed by the floods?

(4) What is the estimated cost of such
damage?

(5) Was it found that damage to culi-
verts comprising concrete pipes
was more extensive than damage
to bridges comprising timber piles
on piers under like circumstances?

(6) What is the comparative cost of-
(a) concrete pipes;
(b) timber bridges;

to deal with the same flow of
water?

(7) How many bridge abutments were
swept away and on what roads?

(8) Could this have been Prevented by
extending the bridge proper to the
niatural floodwater course of the
river or creek bed?

(9) Do abutments by their very nature
tend to cause build-up of flood-
water pressure?

(10) Does this build-up cause-
(a) flooding of adjacent country:
(b) pressure which eventually

leads to abutments being
swept away?

Future Plans for Prevention of
Damage

Q11) What plans, if any, has the Public
works Department to mitigate or
Prevent damage by floodwaters to
private and public property in
future?

(12) Will he undertake to investigate
the possibilities for a long range
plan to provide for free mun-off
in all rivers and creeks in the State
where necessary?

Mr. WILD replied:

(1) to (10) Due to the continued wet
weather it has not been possible to
make a complete survey of the
damage caused to roads and
bridges by the recent floods.
When the weather abates a
detailed assessment of the flood
damage will be made and a report
submitted; at the same time
answers will be provided to the
other matters raised in these
questions.

Q11) The problem of periodic flooding
of rivers is State-wide and, in-
deed, world-wide.
Considerable work has been done
on a number of rivers, particu-
larly those which have affected
property in the past, and the
scope of such work is progressively
extending to additional rivers.

(12) Such a proposal would be eco-
nomically impossible.
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WATER RATES

"Pay As You Use" System at Carnarvon

19. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Housing:
(1) What effect, if any, will the new

"Pay as you use" water rating
system have on the rentals at
Carnarvon on Commonwealth-
State Rental Homes?

(2) Will each tenant be responsible
f or the payment of all water used
by him?

(3) What will be the position when
a tenancy changes hands after
the cheaper water rate allocation
has been used up in any one year?

Mr. ROSS HUTCINSON replied:
(1) to (3) The answers to these ques-

tions can only be given when the
full details of the scheme are
released.

RAILWAY CROSSING FATALITIES
Number in Metropolitan Area and

Country
20. Mr. TOMS asked the Minister for

Police:
What are the respective totals of
railway crossing fatalities during
the Years 1962-63 and 1963-64 in-
(a) metropolitan area;
kb) country?

Mr. CRAIG replied:

(a) Metropolitan ..
(b) Country ..

Year Ended Year Endd le&. Jee. to
halt Dec., 31st Dec., 26th Aug.,

1982 1063 1964
1 75

TABLE OF PRECEDENCE
Gazettal

21. Mr. DAVIES asked the Premier:
Has any finality be-a reached
relevant to the reply given to a
question asked on the 5th Sep-
tember, 1963, regarding the estab-
lishment of an official table of
preference?

Mr. BRAND replied:
Not yet.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN TURF CLUB
Winners and Dividends at Saturday

Meetings
22. Mr. HEAL asked the Minister for

Police:
(1) How many outright favourites

have been successful at Saturday
meetings only conducted by the
Western Australian Turf Club as
from the 1st January, 1964, to the
2nd August, 1964?

(2) (a) On how many occasions has
the T.A.B. dividend been the
greater?

(b) On bow many occasions has
the bookmakers' starting price
been the greater?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) 65.
(2) (a) 22 and 3 equal.

(b) 40.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
BOUNDARIES

North-West Area and State Quota

23. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Justice:
(1) When any future redistribution of

Legislative Assembly boundaries
takes Place under the Electoral
Districts Act, will the north-west
area as now defined be divided
into four equal numerical dis-
tricts?

(2) if so, how wll a quota be arrived
at for the remainder of the
Assembly districts being 46 in
number as against the 47 referred
to in the Act?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by No. (1).

TIIORNLIE WATER MAIN
Extension

24. Mr. D. 0. MAY asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) What amnount of contribution i

required by the Government for
the extension of the water main
to serve that area immediately
south of Spencer Road. Thornie?

(2) What companies are involved in
this contribution?

(3) When is it anticipated that work
wvill commence relative to the
mentioned extension?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) There is a proposal to provide

feeder mains to areas in the
vicinity of Spencer Road, Thornlle.
The actual cost of the proposed
work will be paid by the companies
concerned and will be subject to
refund according to development
in the area.
The estimated cost is £22,243 and
this will have to be paid before
work commences.

(2) Credits fty. Ltd.
Sloan Homes (W.A.) Pty. Ltd.
Sorrento Estates Pty. Ltd.
Thornhie Investments Pty. Ltd.

(3) Commencing date is dependent on
receipt of money from the com-
panies concerned and the avail-
ability of steel Pipe.

25. and 26. These questions were Postponed.
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EXMOUTH SCHOOL
Calling of Tenders for 1965 Opening

27. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Education:
(1) Is a school to be built at Exmouth

in time for the opening of the
school year in 1965?

(2) If so, when will tenders be called
for the building?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) The complete school will comprise

eight classrooms. Six will be pro-
vided by the U.S. Navy and two
by the W.A. State Government.
Private architects are developing
the project as a complete unit.
Every endeavour will be made to
have two classrooms completed by
the beginning of the school year
1965.

(2) The private architects anticipate
calling tenders for the first section
of two classrooms by the 310th
September. 1964.

DECIMAL CURRENCY
Western Australian Design

28. Mr. BRAND (premier): On the 20th
August the member for Victoria
Park asked me a question regard-
ing an approach to the Federal
Government about the Western
Australian designs to be included
on the new decimal currency
coins and notes. At that time
I said I would make inquiries,
and I am now able to say that
inquiries have been made in ac-
cordance with Part (3) of ques-
tion No. 25 asked by the honour-
able member on the 20th August.
Designs for the iiew coins have
already been published, and I am
informed designs for the notes
have been adopted.

Mr. Davies: Thank You.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
INTRASTATE AIRCRAFT

Control by Commonwealth Government
Mr. BICKERTON asked the Premier:

Could he inform the H-ouse what
action the Government has taken
in regard to the much publicised
reports of the Prime Minister con-
cerning the Commonwealth's de-
sire to take over and completely
control all intrastate aircraft?
Has the Premier made any deci-
sion in connection with this mat-
ter, and is he prepared to make
a statement On it?

Mr. B3RAND replied:
I am in receipt of a letter. I do
not propose to make a statement
to the House in regard to what
Is an obviously difficult situation.

The letter has been referred to
our Crown Law Department and
Transport Department, the appro-
priate departments in connection
with the subject matter of the
letter. Upon receipt of these re-
ports, the Government will make
a decision as to its attitude. I
would like to emphasise that from
the point of view of preserving
State rights, this Government is
as concerned as any other, and
will have this in mind when deal-
ing with the subject matter of
the letter.

T.A.R. AGENCY 81: TELEPHONE BETS
Refusal of Acceptance by T.A.B.

2. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Police:

In connection with question No.
11 on today's notice paper, and
assuming that a slight discrepancy
in the day mentioned has enabled
the Minister to dodge the question,
I ask him now-
(1) Did the T.AEB. agent at

Agency 81. during January,
1963, take two telephone bets
of £50 on two horses com-
peting at the trotting meet-
ing that night and machine
tickets for the bets and the
board refused to accept the
bets?

Liberal Member's Representations
to Minister

(2) Is it not fact that a Liberal
member of the Upper House
made representations to him
in connection with this case,
and he declined to take any
action?

(3) Does he want me, in order
to get the facts of this matter,
to mention the name of the
agent, the name of the bet-
tor, and the date at which
they attended at Mr. Maher's
office and were Presented with
a questionnaire?
Dismissal of Agent

(4) Does he require me to supply
the name of the agent in
order to establish that the
agent was suspended and
then dismissed by Mr. Maher?

(5) What steps are open to me In
order to see that Justice is
done in this case?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) If I recall correctly, the first

question is a repetition of the
first portion of the earlier ques-
tion with an alteration to the
date-in other words, some time
in January. The answer Is still
'No."
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<2) The second question Is: Did some
Liberal member bring some pres-
sure to bear upon me? I cannot
recall an approach by any Llbeial
member, Labor member, or Coun-
try Party member.

Mr. Tonkin: You must have a bad
memory.

Mr. CRAIG: The answers to the other
parts of the question are-

(3) to (5) The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition said something about
the facts. I am only interested
in facts and not in innuendo at
all. I have often appealed to the
honourable member to be outright,
truthful, and honest in this re-
gard; and if he can give me the
information it will be Investi-
gated to the full. There is no
restriction at all in any way in
regard to the T.A.B. If the
honourable member will be out-
right In respect of this matter,
the information will be forthcom-
ing to him.

Representations to Minister by The
Hon. Hi. R. Robinson

S. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Police:
(1) Did The Hon. H. R. Robinson

make representation to him in
connection with this case?

(2) Was not agent Jack O'Brien, in
Agency 81, at first suspended and
then dismissed in connection with
the transactions with regard to
which the Minister says he has
no recollection?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) No.
(2) 1 am not aware of the circumn-

stances. If the honourable mem-
ber likes to place the question on
the notice paper, I will inquire
into it.

Mr. TONKIN: If I state definitely to
the Minister that within the last
20 minutes The Hon. Mr. Robin-
son discussed this case with me
and said he had received a reply
from the Minister, which he sent
on to Mr. O'Brien, does the Mini-
ister still deny that representa-
tions were made to him in con-
nection with this case?

Mr CRAIG: I do not know. Opposi-
tion members know as much
about it as does the honourable
member himself, and as much as
I do for that matter. I got the
impression that the Deputy Lea-
der of the Opposition implied that
one. Mr. Robinson, approached
me on behalf of this particular
O'Brien. My answer was "No."

I was under the impression it was
a personal approach. It might
have been made by normal cor-
respondence; and I think the
honourable member will appreciate
that I get considerable conres-
pondence in connection with
T.A.B. matters. It might have
been just a normal approach, and
it might have been dealt with by
my secretary, for all I recall. I
can honestly say I cannot recall
any approach in respect of this
matter. If there Is any corres-
pondence on it, I will be glad to
produce it to the honourable
member.

TRANS AUSTRALIA AIRLINES
Operation of Service in Western

Australia
4. Mr. BICKERTON: The other night

I referred to the Minister for
Transport a matter concerning
a file on the Table, and I inquired
whether the papers in the file
were the latest available on the
particular subject. I think he
said he would find out for me
and let mec know if they were.

Mr. CRAIG (Minister for Transport):
I think the reply was: Not since
1956. That information was dis-
closed on the file, or by the papers
on the Table. However, in view
of the question of the honourable
member, I did undertake to make
further inquiries, even though the
initial inquiries did not disclose
any information that would sug-
gest that a further or later ap-
plication had been made. But, as
I pointed out, the honourable
member himself seemed quite de-
finite in his mind that possibly
there was something to substanti-
ate his claim; therefore inquiries
are still being carried out.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: TENTH
DAY

Motion
Debate resumed, from the 25th August,

on the following motion by Mr. O'Con-
nor:-

That the following Address be pre-
sented to His Excellency the Governor
in reply to the Speech he has been
pleased to deliver to Parliament:-

May It please Your Excellency:
We, the members of the Legislative
Assembly of the State of Western
Australia in Parliament assemn-
bled, beg to express loyalty to our
Most Gracious Sovereign,' and to
thank Your Excellency for the
Speech You have been Pleased to
address to Parliament.
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MR. D. G. MAY (Canning) [4.55 pm.]:
I support the motion. At the same time
I wish to refer to the Speech made by the
Governor in another place. 11, being a
former employee of the WVestern Australian
Government Railways, realise the difficulty
he had when reading his Speech. I know
that the names of many country towns are
hard to pronounce. I have always found
it difficult to pronounce some of those
names, and I can appreciate the difficulty
of the Governor.

There are several matter's in the Speech
which I feel require looking Into, especially
In regard to my area. Quite a number of
quest-ions have arisen since I spoke on the
Address-in-Reply 12 months ago; and at
that time I did say that I had criticised
several Ministrs for the lack, or what I
thought was the lack, of consideration in
respect of matters in my area, and I said
I hoped there would be an improvement
In the ensuing 12 months.

I rise tonight to speak on those matters.
There has beeen an improvement in some;
but I would like to say here and now there
is a lot to be done by the Government In
the electorate of Canning. Firstly, I wish
to say a few words on the water problem
In the electorate.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
There is too much talk around the
Chamber.

Mr. D. G. MAY: I shall read an article
which appeared in a monthly magazine
in April of this year. I thought the article
was pertinent to my area and, in fact. to
the State of Western Australia. The article
is headed, 'Water Conservation Vital to
Development." and it states-

The Wealth of Western Australia-
and indeed, the whole of Australia-
depends upon assured water supplies.
The exploitation of mineral deposits.
the development of agricultural and
pastoral lands, the expansion of cities
and the establishment of industry are
tightly bound to the availability of
abundant water. Without that vital
commodity, our future is stunted and
our Population limited. No matter
how big our natural resources, without
water, they are almost valueless.

It is for these reasons that the con-
s"rvation of water Supplies and all
means to increase supplies aire so im-
portant to Western Australia. Over
the yeFers. various State Governments,
v.'th the able assistance of the various
Governmnent departments concerned.
have been active in creating new dams
for the storage of water.

The artic goes on further-
The Serpentine dom has removed

for some Years the fears of water
shortage in the metron~olitan area and
orovided for Industrial expansion. The
Wellington dam is supplying the south-
west of the State. Many country
towns, Previously faced with Periodic

water shortages, have been linked with
major sources of supply in the Darling
Ranges. Catchmnent areas have been
built for other areas. As a result, life
has been made more pleasant in many
parts of the State and amenities not
Previously Possible are now accepted-
such as swimming Pools and gardens.

Water for irrigation and for stock
has also assisted in the State's agri-
cultural development and helped in-
crease the general wealth.

Because of adequate sources of
supply, the many new suburbs are
furnished with good water-

That is a point on which I am going to
elaborate shortly: that many new suburbs
are furnished with good water. Possibly
that could be so during the winter! To
continue-

-among the best for any capital city
in Australia. These achievements are
a credit to all concerned with water
supplies. Unfortunately, they are too
often accepted without realising the
cost and energy involved. Water is
as much a source of life as air but is
not as easily available in this State.
It is a sobering thought to contemplate
what would have happecned to develop-
ment in this State in the Post-war
Years if abundant supplies of water
had not been available.

But the authiorities concerned can-
not rest on Past achievements. They
;zu-ost continually direct their attention
to thle future. They must always be
searching for new sources of supply
and new catchment areas. They must
Project their energies to providing
supplies a decade ahead-no easy task.

I quoted that article because I considered
it wvas a subject which was very much
before the public eye at present, especially
among the people in my areas, where I
have encountered considerable water
supply problems which are, of course, not
insurmountable. I think they will eventu-
ally be resolved, but in my opinion they
should have been resolved some time ago.

I believe a Public relations officer should
t-e appointed by the Water Supply Depart-
ment. In certain areas where the water
main has terminated at a particular point,
I have found that it could have been
extended to serve houses that were beyond
the terminal Point if the occupants of those
houses had only been given an opportunity
to acquaint themselves with the conditions
that auplied for an extension of the water
no that it could be connected to their
homes. In the 2J years I have been the
member for Canning I have been able to
make a satisfactory arrangement between
the Water Supply Department and the
ecenoants of homes who required an ex-
tension of the water main. At this stage
I r',ould like to mention that I have had
terrific support and assistance from the

586
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officers of the Metropolitan Water Supply
Department, as it was known before the
1st July, 1964.

I can quote one particular instance re-
lating to the south Riverton area. When I
canvassed the houses there to find out
the difficulties facing the residents, many
of them said to me, "The water main
terminates just up the road. How do we
go about having it extended further?" I
investigated the position with the under-
secretary and officers of the Metropolitan
water Supply Department, and I was suc-
cessful in having that main extended at a
cost much lower than was indicated to
the people concerned.

Another instance can be cited in the
east Riverton district where an extension
of 1,400 feet was required to serve four
houses. The Water Supply Department
advised me that the capital cost of this
extension was £717. and the contribution
required from the occupants of the four
homes amounted to a total of £111. There-
fore it was necessary for each one of these
householders to contribute £28. Some of
the residents were not exactly in the best
circumstances and certainly could not
afford to Pay £28 each as a contribution
towards having the water main extended
to serve their homes. I had a few dis-
cussions with various officers of the depart-
ment; and again I must say that they
rendered me every assistance, and it was
only because of this that I was successful
in doing what I set out to do. Eventually
the water was extended to the furthest
of the four homes.

To bring about this extension, firstly, I
approached a company which owned the
vacant block that was situated between
the first house and the termination of the
water main. I would point out that the
contribution required from the occupier of
the first home was £22. On my approach-
ing the company it agreed that water was
essential in the area and it was Pre-
pared to contribute £11 towards the exten-
sion of the main provided the occupant of
the first home contributed £11. I obtained
a cheque for £11 from the company and
the other £11 from the occupant of the first
home and had the main extended. Whilst
this work was being done I saw the Metro-
politan Water Supply Department and
requested that the main should be extended
further.

The position with the department is
that if the water were extended to the
second home and the main terminated at
that point, and the occupants of the other
two remaining homes decided they wanted
the main extended to serve them, it would
have to be treated as an application for
the extension of the main from where it
originally terminated before the first appli-
cation was made. The Water Supply
Department said it would give considera-
tion to the application of the occupant of
the second home if the occupant of the
first home had paid £22. As a result of
the inquiries and Interviews I had with the

officers of the department. I was able to
have another two homes served by this
water main for a contribution of £3 from
each occupant, or a total of £8 from the
two of them.

To have the water main extended to
the four homes the cost was going to be
£111 with each occupant of the homes con-
tributing £28. However, for a total of £28,
I was able to get the main extended from
the original terminal point to where I
wanted the main to go, and the cost to
the occupants of each home worked out
to E11 for the first house; £11 for the
second; £3 for the third, and £3 for the
fourth.

In the light of what has transpired as
a result of MY representations I consider
there is need for some close liaison between
the department and the people in those
areas who are desirous of having a water
main extended. I know the department
is faced with a terrific task and that it is
doing all it can to meet the demands
placed before it. The case I have cited
shows that had the occupants Of those
four homes been able to afford it, they
would have been liable for the Payment
of £111 to have the water main extended
to their homes; but, in fact. I was success-
ful in having the main extended to their
homes for a total cost of £28.

If the department had public relations
officers going around various parts of the
metropolitan area to advise the people how
much each would have to pay as a contri-
bution towards having a water main ex-
tended, I believe the present water board
would provide a much better service to
the public than is the case at present. I
reiterate that I have had nothing but
assistance from the Officers of the depart-
ment; and it was only because of their
assistance that I was able to have the
water main extended to the homes of the
people I have mentioned. At the moment
we have a motion on the notice Paper for
the appointment of an ombudsman. in
this Particular instance I do not think an
ombudsman would be required, but the
department should give a little thought
towards providing a better service to the
people.

Another matter I would like to raise is
in relation to water supplies along
Southern River Road in Gosnells. In that
area the water main has reached a point
several miles from the actual township,
and many representations have been made
over the years by the Southern River
Progress Association for the main to be
extended from that paint across the river
for a distance of 800 feet to what
they call the Southern River Progress
Association hall. This hall is Used Quite
frequently for church services every Sun-
day, and during the week for various child-
ren's and youth functions, and for meetings
of the Progress association and the Parents
and citizens' association.
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I approached the Ciosnells Shire and
asked if it would be prepared to make a
Contribution to enable the water main to
be extended to the hall. MY ultimate aim
was that if the shire agreed to my request
people living beyond the hail would bene-
fit. The matter was considered by the
shire on several occasions, and eventually
it agreed to assist by contributing towards
the difference In the cost of a two-inch
and four-inch pipe from the terminal of
the water main to the ball. Once again,
the Metropolitan Water Supply Depart-
ment said It would be prepared to assist
the shire.

However, the matter was the subject of
a great deal of discussion at the time,
because the amount involved was £500. and
it was considered by some councillors that
if the council agreed to contribute this
sum it might incur the displeasure of rate-
payers. I pointed out to the councillors
that the hall served the whole community.
and that if this further amenity was pro-
vided it would serve not one person, but
everybody in the area. The shire eventu-
ally agreed to the proposal and paid the
£500 necessary to have the water main
extended from one side of the river to
the other so that it could be connected
to the hall.

Around the corner tram this hall there
is a nursery which has been established in
Gosnells for 20 years. It employs 17
workers who are residents of Gosnells.
After surmounting the difficulties en-
countered in arranging for the water main
to be extended from one side of the river
to the other, I then asked the department
to assist the people residing in Bullfinch
Street, where the nursery is situated.
There are approximately six or seven
homes in this street. When I received the
quote for the cost of this further extension
from the department, it was mentioned
that the occupant of each of these homes
would have to make a contribution towards
having the water main extended from the
ball, the cost of which would be £700.

Recently there have been many land
sales in this area and the valuations have
increased out of all proportion to the true
value. The adjacent blocks which have
bern sold have been bought not by specu-
lators, but by people who want to develop
them. I maintain that if a firm is em-
ploying 17 people who are residents of .the
area some consideration should be given to
them because they are already making a
contribution to the welfare of the State.
Yet these people are called upon to con-
tribute £.700 towards the cost of a water
main extension. Three or four of the
bomps are occupied by members of the
one family.

The length of the extension required
P.long this street is not very great, and if it
is aereed to it will encourage more revi-
rprnts to live in that street. Surely the
department does not need to stick hard

and fast to a method that was evolved
years ago! I am not concerned about
which Government introduced it: I am
more concerned about the principle in-
volved. In view of the fact that that nurs-
ery firm has established an industry in
the district, and has employed about 17
workers for about 20 Years, surely the
Government could agree to the 'water main
being extended to serve the residents of
Bullfinch Street! If it did, it could re-
sult in the nursery employing more people.
Therefore, I should be glad if the Minister
would give some thought to this aspect.

I am certain he is aware of the firm to
which I am referring, and I know at times
he has endeavoured to do what he can for
these people. The fact that this firm is
employing residents of the districts de-
saives some consideration. We hear a great
deal of talk about fostering industries and
the money that is made available to assist
them, so surely the Government can assist
in a project that will benefit people who
are horn and bred in Western Australia. I
therefore again appeal to the Minister to
give favourable consideration to extending
the water main along Builfinch Street,
Gosnells.

Those are only a few of the water prob-
lems I have in my electorate. There are
others, especially that in Victoria Avenue,
on the way to Orange Grove. This part
of my electorate is contiguouis with the
Darling Rangve electorate, and I am sure
t'h3 member for Darling Range is beset
with the same water problems that I meet.
In my opinion many of these problems
would never arise if the Metropolitan
Water Supply Department had a public re-
lations officer going around advising people
on these matters. Puirthermore, it would
create a better feeling between the public
and the department.

I was a public relations officer with the
Railways Department and one could not
find a better service than existed there.
One could walk on to a paddock and taik
to a farmer and explain various fares and
rates, and the farmers concerned would
accept one, and appreciate one's coming
along to explain the position to them.
They might not altogether agree with the
opinion one expressed, and they might
have quite a lot to say in regard to ThIe
matter; but at least a service was being
offered to them of which they were very
appreciative, and they never hesitated to
avail themselves of that service.

I think that is what we must do in this
State. We must let people feel that we
are anxious to help them. We do not
want the people coming to the Government
departments: it is the Government de-
partments that should go out and help
the people. There is certainly room for
such a service in Western Australia.

I am very concerned indeed about the
personal loss that was occasioned as a
result of the flood devastation in the
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south-west. I have seen several of the
affected areas and I know exactly what
the people must have gone through. Not
only did this happen in the south-west,
but to a lesser degree there were people
in Gosnells and Cannington who had to
be evacuated from their homes. The Gos-
nells Shire Council was called upon to
obtain boats and other means of trans-
port to evacuate people from their homes
up to as far as the Nicholson Street Bridge,
which is only a matter of about six or seven
miles from Perth.

As I say, the people concerned had to
be evacuated. Their furniture was prac-
tically useless after the floods had gone
through their homes, and the Gosnells
Shire Council carried out the evacuation
by means of boats, etc., and thus saved
what could have been a considerable loss
to the people concerned. It seems to me
to be strange that floods should reach
the proportions they do in areas only six
or seven miles from Perth, because only
two miles from this flooded area is the
district of South Riverton, where it is
not possible to get any water. Even,
though they are only seven or eight miles
from the G.P.O., the people in south Riv-
erton are required to wash in water which
is brought up In buckets as a result of as-
sistance from the Gosnells Shire Council,
The colour of the water has to be seen
to be believed; and yet here we have plenty
of water and people being flooded out
exactly two miles from where no water
is available at al]!

I appreciate the difficulties inherent in
the situation, but something should be
done when we find that people only a
matter of seven miles from the centre of
Perth have to live under the conditions
I have described. It is all the more
exasperating when one considers the qual-
fications and the answers given. They are
told, "We are sorry we cannot do it be-
cause the area is outside that to which
the water is going to be extended." We
should have another look at this matter.
I am most incensed about this.

I have been here only 2U years, but I
have visited numbers of people, and it
is really disgraceful to see the manner in
which they have to live though they are
sc close to the metropolitan area. i
daresay the same thing could apply in
country areas. I have heard the member
for Pilbara talk about Point Samson and
places like that; but the people to whom
I refer are only seven miles from the heart
of Perth, and yet they have to bath In
black, brackish water.

I do not say it is the fault of this or any
other Government, but it does indicate
the necessity for a very close liaison be-
tween the departments and the people on
the land. I hope and trust the Govern-
ment will have a look at this problem, be-
cause it is a shame that People in a State
like ours should have to live under such
conditions.

I have talked quite a bit about water
and I would like to continue doing so, be-
cause I have quite a number of problems
to air. I know that the Water Supply
Department is trying to do the best it can
in the circumstances; and I am not trying
to jump on the bandwagon. I spend quite
a lot of time at the Water Supply Depart-
ment, and I must say straightaway that
the officers there give me all the assistance
they can, and advise me of the manner
in which I should approach the situation.
These officers give me all the co-operation
they can, and I have nothing but admira-
tion for the work they do under such dif-
ficult conditions.

Mr. W. Hegney: They have good officers
there; there is no doubt about it.

Mr. Hawke; It is a Pity they haven't
got a good minister.

Mr. D). G. MAY: I would now like to
touch on the matter of housing. As we
all know, it Is an old story; and if the
record is played much longer it will wear
out. I do not know how much longer the
record must be played before it does wear
out. I must, however, bring the matter
up again tonight, because the housing
situation in the Canning electorate is de-'
plorable.

To confirm what I have said, and
to substantiate the allegation. I would
indlkate, as I have done in the past two
Years, the figures for housing In my elec-
torate. It is of no use the Government
saying there are no areas available, be-
cause I know there are areas available.
I also know that areas have been set aside
for substantial development. I take in
quite a number of areas in my electorate,
and it is interesting to see from the ques-
tion asked by the member for Kimberley
the other evening that the Canning elec-
torate covers '70 square miles and com-
prises nearly 45,000 acres. That is a
tremendous area, particularly when we
consider electorates like Nedlands and Vic-
toria Park which cover only 3.4 square
miles. As I have said, my electorate covers
70 square miles--and that is a metropoli-
tan electorate. It must be wonderful to
have an electorate which covers only 3.4
square miles.

I would now like to run through what
has happened in my electorate over the
Past three years in relation to housing.
We find that in the Manning-Koonawarra
area four houses were built in 1959-60.
In 1960-61, three houses were built; in
1961-62-whiich was the Year of the great
leap forward-no houses at all were built;
not one! In 1962-63 the position did not
improve, and again no houses were built.
In the Riverton-Rossmoyne area-I think
most people will appreciate what type of
area this is--there were seven houses built
In 1959-60; three houses in 1960-61; four
houses in 1961-62; and five houses in
1962-63. Out of a total of 41 houses, there
were 19 built there in the last three years.
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The figures for East Cannington are
very interesting. We find that in 1959-60,
1900-61, 1961-62, and 1962-63 no houses
were built at all. Not one house was built
in any of those years! But we find that iD
1963-64 one house was built. So in four
years one house has been built by the
State Rousing Commission in East Can-
nington.

The figures for a further area in my
electorate show that in 1959-60 there were
no houses constructed; in 1960-61 one
house was built, as was the case in 1961-
62; but in 1962-63 and 1963-64 again no
houses were built at all. I will not add
those figures up! I do not propose to go
through the figures for Maddington, be-
cause from 1959 to 1964 only one house
was built by the State Housing Commission.
T'his is a large area which is under notice
in connection with the industrial estate
that is to be built for the Davison Indus-
tries. I am very pleased indeed to see that
this industry is comning to Maddington.
It is amazing to find, however, that even
though the taxation valuation for the old
,Canning Park racecourse for 205 acres is
£120 an acre, over the road from the
Canning Park racecourse, and in all the
-areas adjacent, the blocks are selling for
£500, £600, and even £700; and the Taxa-
tion Department valuation is £120 per
acre. That is in Maddington, where no
house has been built for five years.

We find that in Thornlie no houses at
all were constructed between 1959 and
1962, but in 1962-63 one house was built,
as was the case in 1963-64. At Gosnells,
which comprises one of the largest areas
in my electorate, In ig59-6o there were
nil; i960-51, four; 1961-62, one; 1962-63,
two; and 1063-64, two. In Canning Vale,
which is one of the most vast districts
that could be provided with housing de-
velopment-I know the State Housing
-Commission has ideas for that district-
one home has been built since 1955
up to June, 1964. In an area of 70 square
miles, since 1959 and up until 1964, 41
homes have been built by the State Rous-
ing Commission. I ask: is that a fair
deal?

In 1062, by way of question, I asked
when the area adjacent to East Manning
was going to be developed so far as the
State Housing Commission was concerned.
In the answer I was told that develop-
ment would commence in January, 1963.
However, In January, 1963, not a spade
was turned. In that year I brought the
matter up again in the H-ouse, and I was
advised there 'was a misunderstanding and
that I should go down and have a word
-with the Water Supply Department's chief
engineer. Because it was obvious somne-
thing was wrong, I went down there and
found out that deep sewerage and drain-
age had to be taken into consideration.

That was OZK. I agree that deep sew-
erage is essential. After that, however,
in the Collier pine plantation came

the Technological College, the Longmore
Reception Home, and the Methodist homes
-and now more homes are to be built at
Wilson, two or three yards across the road.
Despite all this, I was informed that sew-
erage had reached saturation point; and
thati was one of the reasons why there
could be no development in the East Man-
ning area.

The Minister advised me that the Tech-
nological College and the Longmnore Re-
ception Home were going to be served by
a septic system. Fancy an institution like
the Technological College of Western Aus-
tralia having a septic system! It is abso-
lutely ridiculous. I have pressed this mat-
ter of housing time and time again. I
interviewed the Minister, and he said, "We
will do as much as It is possible to do In
your area and we will assist in regard to
housing." Elections will be held next year
and I am still waiting for homes in my
area; and I will push from now on for
evermore to see something is done for the
Canning electorate.

In a letter to me on the 20th February,
1963, the Minister for Housing said, "as
soon as the preliminary subdivisional de-
sign has been finalised," That was on the
20th February, 1963. He also mentioned
he had advised me in October, 1962. All
right! I accepted that; but I wrote to
the Minister on the 28th October, 1963, as
follows-

The lack of residential development
in the Electorate of Canning by the
State Housing Commission is a mat-
ter of considerable concern to both
myself and local organisations in the
district.

That is a fact. A terrific number of local
businessmen came to me because they were
concerned that an area only five or six
miles from Perth Is not developed, despite
the fact that essential services such as
electricity and water are available. Even
a new library is being built. Continuing
with the letter-

For many years now, there has been
very little activity in connection with
the building of Commission houses in
Canning although there are quite a
nmber of areas which I feel would
be favourable for this purpose.

The East Manning area is being re-
tarded because of sewerage and drain-
age requirements. However, In view
of the excellent essential services
which are existent in this particular
district the rectification of these prob-
lemns should be a matter of extreme
urgency.

11 must read the next paragraph as it is
a classic-

The Maddington Cannington Park
Racecourse is another area which
lends itself very favourably for hous-
Ing development. The majority of
the area is cleared and it is adjacent



[Wednesday. 26 August, 1964.1 61

to the main south-west suburban rail-
way line, a facility which is not in-
herent with other new housing settle-
ments.

The Canning Vale district would be,
in my opinion, a logical Housing Com-
mission Suburb. There is a three-
class-roomed State School where only
two classrooms are being utilised be-
cause of the lack of numbers required
for a further teacher. This has been
a matter of concern to the Education
Department for some time.

I fully appreciate the difficulties in
regard to the acquisition of land and
the associated problems which mani-
fest themselves when projects of this
nature are contemplated. However.
even taking into consideration all
these obstructions I do feel. Sir, per-
sonally, that there is not justification
for this continual procastination re-
garding housing development in my
district.

In the circumstances, it would be
appreciated if you could kindly in-
dicate to me if there is any possibility
of early residential development

an so on.

On a subsequent date I received a com-
munication frcm the Minister. I do not
intend to read it all because I gave the
Minister an assurance that I would not
read certain passages. These passages are
in no way detrimental, but I was pleased
to receive them and am glad the Minister
had faith in me to let me have the in-
formation. The final paragraph of his
letter is as follows:-

I appreciate your comments regard-
ing the old racecourse at Maddington
and, for your information, I am hav-
ing inquiries made concerning the
practicability of drainage and de-
velopment of this area for housing use.Further inquiries are proceeding to
ascertain whether the area is to be
reserved for industrial purposes or
whether it could be made available
to the State Housing Commission.

I would like to mention at this stage
that the Canning Park racecourse has
caused me a considerable amount of work.
I approached the Education Department
through the Minister, the itnister for
Housing, and also the Minister for In-
dustrial Development in regaard to the de-
velopment of this area. Recently in Par-
liament I asked a question to ascertain
when the Davison Industrial Estate made
original representations to the Government
in regard to the Canning Park racecourse.,These representations wont back into early
1963.

From early 1963 until it was recently
announced in the Press that the Davison
Industrial Estate was going to commence
at the old Canning Park racecourse, I have

been approaching the Education Depart-
ment and the State Housing Commission.
as to the suitability of this area, and eachi
department advised me that serious con-
sideration was being given to its develop-
ment. I spent a terrific amount of time
trying to find out if either of those depart-
ments would be prepared to establish some-
project on this area.

I must admit that I received a letter
from the Education Department to say'
that it had gone into the matter and in.
its opinion the area was not suitable for
high school or educational purposes. The
State Housing Commission is still investi-
gating the possibility of developing this
area fcr housing; and that was the posi-
tion up to quitle recently. Yet representa-
tions have been made to the Department
of Industrial Development for the estab-
1ishment of this industry at Maddington
since early 1963.

1 am glad to say that eventually some-
thing has been done; but I would like
to point cut that either these depart-
ments, or the Ministers concerned, should
have enough faith in the member for the
area to confide in him anid say, "There is
the possibility of an industry being estab-
lished in maddington, so lay off for a while
in this regard as I think you will find these
inquiries will be of benefit."

I wculd have been Quite happy about
that. But exactly one week before this par-
ticular firm arranged for the contracts to
be signed-and they had a luncheon in
Perth about which I knew nothing-a cer-
tain person came to me and said, "Do you
know thcy are going to discuss the
establishmnent of an industrial site at the
Canning Park racecourse within a week?"
I said, "No. I do not know anything about
it. I am most upset if that is the outcome
of it, because I am still trying to get
Housing Commission development there."

But that is what transpired, as we read
in the paper. Ultimately it was decided
to establish an industrial estate there. in
answer to a question I asked the other
d9y, the M'inister advised me that it could
',e November-and, at the latest, June of
1965-when the development will be com-
menced, I am very pleased about that;
but surely to goodness there should be
omne liaiqon between a local member and
the Various departments concerned in
order that all the unnecessary work and
worry might be avoided!

I have enough bc do in my nrea with-
out running around trying to achieve
thir-zw which it is impossible to achieve
becarse there is no chance of their reach-
ing fruition. It is up to the various de-
partments to lyve us some assistance, and
I do not care lvhat Government it is. if
a mpember is doing a gcod job, surely the
Minir!+ers and departments should reali-se
that. and give some e'1sistance! Therefore
I hoape that Ministcrs in charge of de-
partmients wvill do so in future.

691.
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I was hoping the Premier 'would be pre-
sent, because I have a matter here which
should concern him. Over the last 12 to
18 months there has been a terrific amount
of procrastination in regard to replies to
correspondence. When I write to a depart-
ment I get immediately the normal stan-
dard reply-

Your letter has been received and we
wiUl advise you at a future date.

From one department I received four of
those. After three weeks I wrote to ask
the score and received the reply that my
letter was being further considered and
that I would be advised In due course.
Members can imagine what the people
concerned are thinking. They are waiting
for some word, and we did not even get
a letter back to the effect that the depart-
ment found that the Inquiries were more
complex than anticipated and that further
inquiries were necessary and that I would
be contacted as soon as possible.

I am very concerned about this matter.
I can remember that when I was in the
Railways Department-1-and the Minister
in charge now would possibly have quite
a bit to say about this-if we did not give
a reply within 10 days to a letter we
received from the public, we were sum-
moned and asked why a suitable letter
had not been sent. If we could not an-
swer the letter satisfactorily, that did not
matter. But we had to let the person
inquiring know that we were trying to do
something and that the department was
facing some difficulty, which was the
reason no information had been forwarded.

This action Is taken in nearly every de-
partment. However, I could produce let-
ters-I do not intend to do so because I
have not the time at the moment-which
were sent over 12 months ago, and all I
have received is a letter stating that I
will be informed in the near future about
the matter.

I would now like to refer, still on this
subject, to Bentley High School. It was
about 12 to 18 months ago that the school
wrote to me regarding the oval. Although
the school has been established now for
five or six years, no active sport can be
played on the oval. Therefore I got In
touch with the Education Department,
and I was advised that the officers con-
cerned were experiencing difficulty in the
matter, but that they would certainly
look Into It. I wrote to the Education De-
partment about the matter on the 1st
March. 1 received a formal acknow-
ledgment which stated that the matter
was to be investigated. That letter was
written on the 5th March, which was only
four days later.

I let the matter lapse for quite g while.
and then on the 3rd April I wrote again
to the Education Department and inform-
ed It that the parents and citizens' as-
sociation was concerned about the matter.
I received a formal acknowledgment on

the 5th April telling me that the matter
was still being considered. on the 9th
May I asked the Minister whether he
Would advise me of the present position
and what action had been taken by the
Education Department to rectify the un-
satisfactory condition of the oval. Back
came the formal reply as follows-

I beg to acknowledge receipt of
your letter of the 9th May, 1963, rel-
ative to Bentley School (High) play-
ing fields, and to inform you that the
matter is receiving attention.

On the 5th June I wrote the following
letter to the Mlinister:-

In view of the length of time which
has elapsed since my original repre-
sentation over this matter, it would be
appreciated if you are now in a Posi-
tion to advise the result of your In-
vestigations.

On the 7th June I received a letter, "I
beg to acknowledge". On the 13th June
I received a letter, portion of which reads
as follows:-

My delay in replying has been oc-
casioned by the very extensive investi-
gations which were necessary before
the reason for the poor progress of
the grass was ascertained.

It appears that the trouble is due
to a parasite of some sort which is
affecting the roots. The matter has
been referred to the Agricultural De-
partment for urgent investigation into
methods of combating this parasite
and of establishing the lawns.

As soon as the recommendations of
the Agricultural Department are re-
ceived action will be taken to imple-
ment them in an effort to eradicate
the pest and to establish the playing
fields.

I was quite happy about that letter,
which was written on the 13th June. On
the 17th December I wrote again to the
Education Department, pointed out that
approximately six months had elapsed, and
asked if he would do something about the
matter. I am not blaming the Minister,
but there is something wrong in the matter.
On the 20th December I received a letter,
"I beg to acknowledge".

Mr. Oldfleld: You are lucky to get a re-
ply from the Minister.

Mr. D. G. MAY: On the 10th February,
nearly three months later, I wrote to the
Minister as follows:.-

In view of the fact that the first
term commences today, it would be
appreciated If you would kindly ad-
vise what action has been taken in
connection with this matter.

On the 10th February-which was quick
-the following was written by the Min-
ister:-

I beg to acknowledge receipt of
your letter of the 10th February,
1954, relative to a request for an in-
vestigation of the unsatisfactory con-
dition of the playing fields at the
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Bentley High School, and to inform
you that the matter is receiving at-
tention.

In the meantime the parents and citi-
zens' association bad been writing to me
and asking me what I had done. It did
not say the Minister was at fault or the
Education Department. It believed the
member was at fault and wanted to know
what I was doing about it. On the 11th
March I received the following letter from
the parents and citizens' association:-

At the annual general meeting of
the above association your letter to
the Hon. E. H. M. Lewis, M.L.A. of
17th December, 1963, provoked much
favourable discussion, and it was gen-
erally felt that it could be followed
up until an immediately satisfactory
solution was obtained.

I have been authorised to take
whatever steps I may deem necessary
to do and have since inspected the
oval, and although there has been
some improvement in general growth
it is not sufficient or satisfactory to
suit the school's needs for 1964.

That was on the 11th March this year.
On the 13th March I wrote to the Minis-
ter, telling him all about it. I1 told him that
the parents and citizens' association was
concerned and what would he do about
it.

Mr. Lewis: What school is this?
Mr. D2. 0. MAY: Bentley High School.

On the 11th March I received the follow-
ing reply:-

With reference to your letter of the
10th February, I would advise that
subsequent to the receipt of your
letter of the 17th December, the Pub-
lic Works Department was requested
to investigate the reason for the poor
condition of the Bentley High School
playing fields. Despite a reminder
which was sent on the 27th February,
no reply has yet been received, As
soon as the Public Works Department
report comes to hand I will write to
you again.

Not only the Education Department Is
concerned. The Minister said he had been
to the Public Works Department to see
what could be done.

On the 17th March I received another
"I beg to acknowledge" letter. On the
6th May I received what I think is a classic
letter from the Education Department say-
ing that it was not a parasite in the roots-
after five to six years it was not a parasite!
The letter reads as follows:-

I referred your letter of the 13th
March regarding the playing fields at
the Bentley High School to the Edu-
cation Department for immediate
attention. The Public Works Depart-
ment has since inspected the bore and
it is suspected that sand has blocked
the screening...

Now I ask you, Mr. Speaker! We had para-
sites being the cause for nearly two years,
and then we find out that sand has blocked
the screening. If that is good administra-
tion, then I do not know where we are
going. That is only a small matter. It
is insignificant, compared with what should
be going on today.

These things annoy us. We, as members,
have a lot more to do than run round to
find out if sand is blocking the screen-
ing. Together with other members who
represent the area, I went out Sunday
after Sunday to inspect the oval. In the
vicinity of the bore the grass was green,
but a little bit further away it was dead
and the ground was all sandy. That was
obvious. We kept telling them that there
was something wrong with the water. I
told the department that the spear should
be lowered. After all this time we have
got away from the idea that parasites
affected the roots, and find that the flow of
water was restricted because sand had.
blocked the screening! I would like the
Minister to have a look at this matter.

I am hoping that one day the Bentley
High School will be a five-year high school,
and the ground should be available for the
children. Some sports are being con-
ducted in other areas because the children
cannot play on their own ground, as it
would be detrimental to the growth of the
grass. I would like the Minister to give
some thought to this matter. I have not
written to him lately, because of the con-
tinuous winter rains, but perhaps he might
have a look at the matter to see if some-
thing can be done.

I was interested to hear the comments
of the Minister for Police concerning the
establishment of a police station at
Gosnells. I have pressed this matter over
the past few Years and I have submitted
evidence on the need for a police station
there. It is a big area. Gosnells would
be my second largest area apart from
Manning. The nearest police station is at
Cannington. Because of pressure brought
to bear on the Minister as a result of
representations made by various members,
additional police have been stationed at
the Cannington Police Station; and that
action Is appreciated.

At this police station there is a patrol
car which is used for supervising the area
down as far as Gosnells. Once the patrol
car has left Cannington there Is no way
of contacting it. It has no radio, and the
policemen in the car have to telephone
every hour or so to find out if any call for
investigation has come in subsequent to
their departure. A patrol car equipped
with radio would be much better.

There are a lot of nurseries and poultryr
f arms in the area, and pilfering is going
on all the time; and if the patrol car were
equipped with radio it could investigate
any phone calls that were received at the
police station.
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The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): The
honourable member has another five min-
-utes.

Mr. D. G. MAY: The Minister knows
.about the matter, and I am sure he will do
everything he can. I would ask him to give
serious consideration to this question. A
police station is warranted at Gosnella. It
is a big area that is developing all the
time, and I think it should have a sta-
tion. The people in the area have been
very good inasmuch as they have not
pushed the matter forward. There was a
deputation, and it appreciated the com-
ments of the Minister and the commis-
sioner regarding other districts. However,
the time is now opportune for a police
station to be established in the area.

I am sorry that I have only another five
minutes, because I have quite a lot to say
-in regard to the Bentley High School.' I
spoke about the school in regard to the
oval. The Minister should give serious
consideration to establishing a five-year
high school at Bentley.

I raised a lot of matters regarding the
Cannington School. It is of interest to
-note that the Public Health Department at
no time inspected the area prior to the
commencement of the Cannington High
School. I asked the Minister whether the
area had been inspected, and the day after
I asked that question the area was in-
spected. I think it is a disgrace.

The effluent from the new Cannlngton
High School has to be pumped to a loca-
tion a mile away. I hate to think what
will happen at this school if we have any
more wet weather like we have been having.
The Bentley High School should be raised
in status to a five-year high school be-
Cause of the development that is going
on in the area.

I asked a question recently concerning
the new Cannington School, and the Min-
ister advised me there would be no need
for kiddies from the Bentley High School
to go to other schools in 1965. From figures
that I have rec-eived from questions asked
In this House and from the Education
Department, 60 children from the River-
ton school will bypass the 8entley High
School and will go to the Cannington High
School. The Minister advised me that the
school is capable of accommodating 1.188
children, but the department has reduced
the number to 1,130 for 1905. That is a
difference of 58. 1 repeat that 60 children
-will be bypassing the Bentley High School
and will be going to the Cannington High
School. They will have to go all the way
from Riverton, past the Bentley High
School to the Cannlngton High School.

The Bentley High School will have only
1,130 children next year, although it can
take 1,188. There is something wrong
somewhere. In a letter that I received
from the Minister, he stated that second
and third year kiddies from Riverton would
still have to go to school in Bentley.
Buses would accommodate children from

Riverton to Bentley and a special bus
would be provided to take them from
Riverton to Cannington. It is a consider-
able distance from Riverton to the new
Cannington High School, which is sup-
posed to be completed in 1965, and it would
be appreciated if the Minister could look
into this matter.

I wish now to refer to poisoned baits.
This matter is causing parents in my area
a considerable amount of concern. Even
though we might say, "All right; these
baits are laid on a Particular property and
there is no reason why they should be
carried off," vermin do carry the baits into
built-up areas. Some of the baits resemble
small llles. Parents in Maddington and
Kenwick have taken baits resembling
llles. from kiddies. Children pick up the

baits. and members can imagine what they
do with them after they have Picked
them up. They try to eat them.

In The West Australian of Wednesday,
the 19th August, it was reported that a
child-a small girl-found a strychnine
bait and the C.I.B. was investigating the
circuinstpnces. There is no supervision of
this matter. There should be legislation
forthcoming in the near future to obviate
the necessity for laying baits in built-up
areas. There is likely to be a fatality,
and I would hate to see the outcry that
would come from the public if anything
like that happened. I would ask the Min-
ister to have a look at this matter. It
is a growing problem, and one that is
getting very bad in this area, especially
with regard to the poultry farms. Natur-
ally, poultry farmers are looking after
their own interests. These are becoming
built-up areas.

MY district is developing very quickly,
but the area is not developing as far as
State housing is concerned; and I feel that
something should be done in regard to this
matter, too.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): The
honourable member's time has expired.

MR. MOIR (Boulder-Eyre) [5.55 p.m.]:
I wish to make a few observations on the
Address-In-Reply concerning matters of
great importance to my electors, and the
first is an announcement made within the
last few days that the Government is in-
stituting a new system of charges for water
throughout the country areas, Last night,
I listened very closely to the member for
Narrogin when he extolled the Govern-
ment's action and forecast that it was
going to be a very good thing for the
country areas. I know the member
for Narrogin has perused the figures that
were supplied to me yesterday in answer
to a question I asked without notice, and
I can only conclude that he does not know
the real value of the reply. There is cer-
tain knowledge not available to the hon-
ourable member, and had he had that
knowledge I think he might have expressed
some different opinions from those which
he put forward.
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This new system. of charges Is not going
to confer the great benefits on the people
which the Government would wish the
people to believe it will-at least it will not
benefit the goldfields people. It will be a
very serious imposition on the mining in-
dustry. You, Mr. Speaker, are well aware
of the difficulties associated with the min-
ig industry, and only recently action was
taken in another place to bring the serious-
ness of the position before the Government.
The Government agreed to certain action
as a result of the debate which took place.

We all know that the mining industry is
confronted with serious problems and is
working under difficulties. Unlike any other
industry in Australia there is a fixed price
for the commodity produced; and that
price is fixed by America in conjunction
with the International Monetary Fund,
and it is something over which we, in
Australia. have no control. The mining
industry, however, is subject to all the in-
creasing costs which come about from time
to tune throughout Australia, and is also
subject to increased prices in other coun-
tries of the world. I mention the other
countries because some of the materials
and items used in the goldinines are im-
ported from overseas. Wages are adjusted
to higher costs of living-ever higher costs
of living-and it means, of course, that the
margin between the cost of the product
and the value received for it is ever
diminishing. I would not have thought this
Government would introduce something
that was going to add another burden to
this industry.

I will now refcr to a question I asked
yesterday. I gave the Minister prior notice
of my question, and the reply contained a
comprehensive range of figures. I asked
the Minister what the mining companies
were charged for water previously and the
cost of the water supplied to the largest
mining company in the last ratable year.
I also requested the cost of water to the
same company under the new system.

The reply to my question stated that the
Kalgoorlie and Boulder Trust Mines were
paying 5s. Id. per 1,000 gallons. Under
the new rate the charge will be 5a. 6d, per
1,000 gallons. It was also stated that other
mines were paying Vs. per 1,000 gallons.
I1 am not too clear on the meaning of
'Trust Mines", but 1 understand it applies
to all the large mining companies operating
in Kalgoorlie and Boulder. I also under-
stand that the rate previously charged to
those mines was actually Vs. per 1,000
gallons; but that, through negotiations
with the Water Supply Department some
years ago, the charge was reduced to
5s. Id. per 1,000 gallons of water supplied
to this group of mines. They were termed
trust mines.

As I said, the charge has been Increased
from 5s, 1d. to 5s. 6d. per 1,000 gallons.
In regard to the question concerning the
cost to the largest producer last year, the
answer was.£47,025. The charge under the

new system will be E50,8B0. Although I
asked for the figures concerning the largest
mine, the four producing mines in Kal-
goorlie would use approximately the same
amount of water. So, by simply multiply-
ing the amount of the increase by four.
one can get the approximate amount of
Increase to the mining industry in Kal-
goorlie. It comes to £15,318. That is an
imposition of over £15,000 per year, just
on the figures of last year; and if the
consumption of water is increased either
this year or next year, we will find that
the amount will be proportionately higher.

Any increase in costs at all is serious
as far as mining operations are concerned.
The water rate is not the only increase.
It will take its place with the other in-
creases which will come about. Of course,
we all know that something can be loaded
bit by bit, but ultimately the last little
bit is just too heavy and the whole lot
will collapse.

It was quite idle to say in the reply
that the other mines in Kalgoorlie and
Boulder pay 7s. per 1,000 gallons, because
there are no other mines operating out-
side of the four large companies. To the
casual observer the figures would seem
to imply what they state, but when we
see that the charge to mines in Conlgardie
is 5s. Id. per 1,000 gallons, it does not mean
much to those of us who know Coolgardie.
because we are aware there are no mines
operating there today.

Also at Bullfinch, where the charge is
5s. id. per 1,000 gallons, there is no mine
operating. Unfortunately it closed down.
At Marvel Loch the cost of water is 7s.
per 1,000 gallons, and the mines there are
operated by small operators. A charge of
Vs. per 1,000 gallons for water would bear
very heavily on these People, and I under-
stand that is the price they have been
paying all along. Although, as I said,
the member for Narrogin perused the
figures that were given in the reply to the
question I asked yesterday, I think there
may be a factor that he is not aware of:
because he said he considered the overall
picture was very bright.

The Taxation Department sent valuers
to Kalgoorlie and Boulder and they car-
ried out a revaluation of the area. I
asked a question as to whether those valu-
ations would be adopted, and the answer
was, "~Not for the present rating year."
Therefore those new valuations will not be
adopted until next year.

Mr. Brand: Were you aware that the
revaluations were up?

Mr. MOIR: Yes. I then asked-
If not at present adopted, Is their

adoption contemplated in the future?
If this action is not proposed, what is:
the reason?

That was in regard to the adoption of the
valuations, and the answer I received was,
"Yes," which means that for the next
rating year, which starts in January, these
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new rates will be adopted. I was wonder-
-what the reason was. Of course, next
year, being election year may have some
bearing on the matter: and the elections
will be over and done with before the
people receive the dire news that they are
not receiving the benefit they expected
from these new water rates.

I also asked a question regarding the
increases, or the range of percentage in-
creases, and the answer r received was
to the effect that in Kalgoorlie 3,758
assessments were increased and 551 show-
ed a decrease. The overall percentage
increase was 14. In Boulder, 1,386 assess-
ments showed increases and 252 were de-
creased. The overall percentage increase
was 3.2. This would indicate that in the
case of Boulder the increases were not very
great, and in Kalgoorlie they were of the
order of 14 per cent.

However, my information is that In some
cases these increases are very severe. Of
my own personal knowledge I know that
some increases are 40 per cent., and I
have been told of increases of 50 per
cent. and, in odd cases, of 60 per cent.
They are quite considerable increases.
Although under the old system the rate
charged was 3s. in the pound, and it will
now be reduced to Is. 6d. In the pound,
'what we have to consider is that under
the old system, with the charge of 3s. in
the pound, there was a rebate of a certain
amount of water; and, in the case of a
house the annual rental value of which
was £70, the rebate was somewhere about
35,000 gallons. That was allowed to the
householder and from that figure onwards
the next 00,000 gallons was paid for at
2s. 6d. per 1,000.

Under this new system we find that
-there is to be no rebate water at all. A
householder will certainly pay a lower
rate-is. 6d, as against 3s. in the pound-
but thore will be no rebate water; and the
rate, from the first thousand gallons of
'water used, will be 2s, per 1,000 gallons.
Therefore, for the 35,000 gallons of rebate
water that a householder received under
the old scheme that same householder.
under the new system, will pay 2s. per
1,000 gallons which, of course, levels up
the reduction in the rates.

Then we have to take into considera-
tion the fact that a house with an annual
rental value of £70 has been revalued and
the valuation is now placed at £100, or
£110. When one takes all these things
into consideration one finds there is not
much difference between the 1s. 6d. which
will be paid and the 3s. which is being
Paid at the moment. No rebate water is
to be allowed and the householder will be
paying at the rate of 2s. Per 1,000 gallons
from the first 1,000 gallons that he uses.

Mr. Norton: For only 60,000 gallons.
Mr. MOfI: Yes. I have worked out a

few cases and they indicate that there
will be no saving at all. it is obvious

that those who occupy business premises
will benefit because the rates have been
reduced from 3s. in the pound on the
annual rental value to is. 6d. in the
pound; and business premises do not use
much water. The only water used in a
grocer's shop, a draper's shop, or any
other shop of that type, would be for
cleaning purposes, such as washing floors,
and for the septic system, and for the use
of employees during their working hours.

As members will appreciate, the amount
of water used for those Purposes would be
very small in the course of a year. I
doubt whether any business premises
would use more than 20,000 gallons in
a year. Whereas under the present system
that amount of water would be covered
under the rebate system, the occupier will,
under the new system, have to pay for
it at the rate prescribed: but, by and large,
business people will benefit. However, the
domestic consumer is certainly not going
to benefit.

Mr. Norton: He is going to be hit to
leg.

Mr. MOIR: He certainly is; and the
domestic consumer who uses a reasonable
amount of water will have to pay heavily
for it.

MT. Lewis: What would you call a
reasonable amount?

Mr. MOIR: I would say from 125,000
to 130,000 gallons of water in a year.
These days people like to have a lawn at
the front of the house, and frequently
another one at the back. They like to
have a few ornamental trees and shrubs
around the house to make it more home-
like; and people living in these areas
are entitled to have them. It is considered
a part of everyday living in this present
day and age.

Mr. Norton: And the Housing Commis-
sion expects it.

Mr. MOIR: In regard to the revalua-
tions which took place at the request of
the Water Supply Department-I know
the Water Supply Department asked for
the revaluations, because that was the
answer I received to a specific question
I asked on the point-I cannot under-
stand how it can be considered that the
rental valuation of a property in Kal-
goorlie and Boulder has increased in view
of the fact that the mnining industry is
in a depressed condition. As a matter of
fact, if one consults land and estate agents
in Kalgoorlie one will find they have the
utmost difficulty in selling properties.
Sifting suspended fromn 6.75 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MOIR: As I was saying prior to
the tea suspension, it seems absolutely
farcical and beyond comprehension that
the Taxcation Department valuers can
assess the value of residences in Kalgoorlie
and Boulder at an increased figure, when



[Wednesday, 26 August, 1964.) 597

It is quite apparent that the values of
such properties have decreased. As I have
already mentioned, people who own homes
on the goldfields and who want to leave
the district have the greatest difficulty in
selling their properties at prices anywhere
near what is considered to be their local
value.

I know of people who have been away
from the goldfields for some 12 months:
and although they have reduced the prices
of their properties, two or three times, the
owners are still unable to dispose of them.
'Therefore I repeat that the position is ab-
solutely farcical when a Taxation Depart-
ment officer can visit Kalgoorlie and put
increased values on the homes in that
district. I often wonder what method is
-used to assess the valuation.

According to the Taxation Department
valuation, my home has increased in value
over the years, but not once has an officer
from the Taxation Department, or any
other valuer, inspected the property to
ascertain how the value has increased.
Despite this, the valuation of my home
keeps increasing. One could only wish
that members of the public had the same
idea of values as that of Taxation Depart-
ment valuers. One can readily under-
stand that if an owner has had additions
made to his home, the value of that home
must increase, but the properties of which
I speak have had no additions made to
them and have not been improved in any
way. Nevertheless, according to the Taxa-
tion Department, the values of those pro -perties have increased by 10 to 60 per
cent.

Among the questions I asked on this
subject the other day was this one-

What amount will be paid by a
domestic consumer by way of rates
and for water consumption when the
annual ratable value of the property
was £70 and the water consumption
100,000 gallons?

Following that, I asked what amounts
would be paid by such a consumer~ under
the previous System. The Minister replied
that under the previous system a domestic
consumer would pay £1'7 5s. a year, and
under the present system he wvould pay
£16 5s. a year. That sounds all very well,
if no other action is taken. I think
members would agree that the particular
consumer I have cited would use an
average amount of water. One could even
say perhaps that he wvould be a little
below the average, and, under the present
system he would save El. Nevertheless,
it is found that householders in the same
range have had their properties increased
in value; and one has only to place an
increase of £20 on any property, and it
will be found that the occupant of that
property will pay 30s. more for water
under the new system, which will increase
his rates by 10s.

When it is realised that some places
which previously had a rating value of
£10 now have a rating value of approxi-
mately £100, it can be seen that any con-
sumer occupying such a home is paying
considerably more than what he paid
before: that is. based on a consumption
of 100,000 gallons Per year. Therefore,
instead of these people being assisted by
the Government under the new scheme,
they will be badly hit, in the same way
as the Government has badly hit the
mining industry by imposing an increase
in water charges which will result in the
Kalgoorlie mines paying a total increase
of £15,000 a year.

Mr. Norton: Water charges will not be
a taxation deduction now, either.

Mr. MOIR: That is true.
Mr. Nalder: Does the Norseman mine

gain any advantage?
Mr. MOIR: From the figures supplied

to me, I have been unable to ascertain
whether that mine will gain an advantage.

Mr. Burt: When you say there will be
an increase of £15,000 a year. are you sure
your figures are accurate?

Mr. MOIR: These figures were supplied
to me by the Minister, and he was fully
aware of the question he was answering.
The question I asked was plain enough.
For the benefit of the member for Murchi-
son I will read It to the House. It is as
follows:-

What was the cost of water to the
largest goidmining company for the
last ratable Year?

The question that followed was--
What will be the cost to the com-

pany under the new system for the
same amount of water?

To these questions the Minister replied
that the cost of water in the last ratable
year was £41,025 13s. 3d., and the cost to
the company under the new system would
be £50,880 4s. 6d. As I1 said before, the
four companies in question have so
amalgamated that there would be very
little difference in the amount of water
they would use in each of their operations.

Mr. Burt: You are taking the figure
applying to the largest consumer and
multiplying it by four.

Mr. MOIR: Yes; and that figure would
be a very accurate approximation.

Mr. Court: The charge to some com-
panies is reduced by about Is. 6d. per
1,000 gallons. The Norseman mine is a
case in point.

Mr. MOIR: The Minister for Industrial
Development says that some companies
had their charges reduced by about is. 6d.
per 1,000 gallons. I am speaking of the
companies on the Golden Mile. The price
they were Paying for water previously,
according to the Minister's answer that
was given yesterday, was 5is. 1d. per 1.000
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gallons, and now they will be paying 5s. 6d.
per 1,000 gallons. The amount of 3d. does
not seem much of an increase when it is
paid on only 1,000 gallons, but when a large
quantity of water is used and 5d. is paid
on each 1,000 gallons, the increase In the
charge for water amounts to a consider-
able sum. Therefore, I hope that answers
the Minister for industrial Development.

Mr. Lewis: Of course, by the same token,'the Norseman mine will save quite a lot.
it pays only 7Is. per 2,000 gallons.

Mr. MOIR: I venture to suggest that
the Minister for Education would not be
very well acquainted with the question at
all.

lMri. Nalder: More so than you think.
Mr. MOIR: The Minister knows my time

is limited and he is trying to draw me off
my theme. I would advise the Minister
for Education to save his remarks until I
mention him very shortly, when he will
certainly have something to answer.

MrT. Nalder: He was chairman of' the
committee that investigated this, so he has
somne information about It.

Mr. MOmR: I cannot understand the
Government's attitude to country water
supplies at all, because it is only a short
time ago that the Premier sounded quite
gleeful over the fact that the State had a
£1,000,000 deficit which, he said, might
turn to the State's benefit. The Premier
went on to say in the article that owing
to certain things happening here in regard
to revenue, having a greater deficit was
really of benefit to the State inasmuch as
the Grants Commission has made it up. The
report is contained in The West Austra-
lian of the 9th July, 1964. One important
part of that article reads--

But according to Premier Brand
W.A. will benefit because its deficit
was bigger than planned.

I do not put myself forward as under-
standing a great deal about State finances,
and how all this comes about; but there
we have a statement by the Premier- We
know the State Is not penalised because
of deficits on country water supplies-I
mean It is not penalised by the Grants
Comamission. My authority for saying
that is the 1963 report of the Grants
Commission on the aid to States. At page
138, section 264, it says--

Having regard to the circumstances
affecting the operations of country
water supplies in Western Australia
and Tasmania, the Commission has
not adopted a budget adjustment in
either State.

So I think it Is crystal clear that the
fact that it has a deficit is not held against
the State. There are quite lengthy articles
in sections 259 to 283 all of which deal
with country water supplies and irrigation,
and set out the different positions in the
States, but which apply mostly to Western
Australia and Tasmania. On page 87

under the heading "Recommendationsr-
First Part of the State Grants Recom-
mended for Payment in 1963-64,"1 we find
that the adjusted Budget deficit is
£247,000 for Western Australia.

The Grants Commission has been held
up to us on a number of occasions as the
reason why we cannot do this or do that
in this State. If the Grants Commission
does not penalise the State for losses in
country water supplies, what has the Gov-
ernment to worry about?

We find highlighted the statement that
the losses on country water supplies will
increase some £31,000 a year. Is it not
therefore the duty of the Government of
a State like this to ensure that people in
country areas receive water supplies at
reasonable rates? I will say that the Gov-
ernments of both parties in this State
have done a pretty fair job in supplying
the far-flung areas of the State with
water.

The People in the outback areas, how-
ever, have to pay the penalty of increased
water rates combined with the restricted
use of the water. one will see how mark-
ed this is If one compares the daily cost
and the water that can be used in Kal-
goorlie or Boulder with what applies in
the metropolitan area. There will be no
doubt at all that such a comparison will
show the very much larger amounts of
water that can be used here.

Under the old system of rating that
exists, some people in the metropolitan
area are allowed as much rebate water as
would be totally used by their counter-
parts in country areas. It Is little wonder,
therefore, that there is not much enthus-
iasm for the system that this Government
has introduced. It will certainly benefit
some people, but it will not benefit the
great majority of domestic consumers in
the country towns I have mentioned.

I now wish to talk about Esperance. As
members know, developments are taking
place down there. At present, harbour
works are under construction, and there
is a rapidly expanding agricultural area.
It is quite natural, therefore, that people
in those areas want to do the best they
possibly can for themselves and for the
district in which they reside. Some con-
siderable time ago members of the shire
council of Esperance made an approach to
the Government to be recognised as a
harbour advisory committee. In the first
place they asked that a harbour board be
set up, but upon refusal from the Premier
they requested that a harbour advisory
committee be recognised by the Govern-
ment. When they talked about a harbour
advisory committee, they meant exactly
that. It would consist of a body of people
who would advise the Government on
matters pertaining to the harbour.

These people are actuated by the very
best of intentions. They are on the spot
and know the requirements of the district
and the developments that are taking
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place. They would be in an absolutely
first-class position to advise the Govern-
ment on certain matters that might need
attention-certain requirements that might
be needed there; and, in my opinion,
nothing but good would have come from
such a committee.

The Premier, however, has been ada-
mant on the matter. So much so that
iii May last, when the Leader of the 013-position and I were in Esperance and met
the shire council, this very matter was
brought forward. We undertook to make
representations to the Government. My
leader addressed himself to the Premier
on the question and he received the follow-
ing reply from the Premnier dated the 22nd
July, 1964: -

Dear Mr. Hawke,
I have now had the opportunity to

give consideration to your letter of
the 9th June-

You will see, Mr. Speaker, that this is some
six weeks or so ago, so quite a lot of con-
sideration could have been given. To
continue-

-egarding the question of the ap-
pointment of a local harbour board
at Esperance.

This matter has received the atten-
tion of the Hon. Minister for Works
on a number of occasions and the
Minister has decided that it is noct
opportune for a harbour board to
operate at the port of Esperance at this
juncture. The Minister has under-
taken that when the new berth has
been operating for two or three years
the matter will be reviewed.

In the meantime officers of the
Public Works Department are con-
tinually in discussion with the Esper-
anc e Shire Council and other authori-
ties concerned and it is felt that th3
setting up of an Advisory Committee
would serve no useful purpose.

From that letter one can see that the re-
quest was refused by the Government.
Even the undertaking the Minister for
Works has given, that the matter will be
reviewed when the new berth has operated
for two or three years, does not amount
to very much.

The most important activities of Suich
a board would take place when the berth
first came into operation, or even before,
because it would be able to Point out the
shortcomings and difficulties which might
arise. This is not so important two or
three years after the berth has been
operating. The information contained In
the letter I1 have referred to has been con-
veyed to the Esperance Shire Council.' I
do not know its reaction, but I imagine
it would not be very happy about the posi-
tion.

Another matter in relation to the Esper-
ance townsite Is the very serious shortage
of housing. I have made representations

on various occasions to the Minister for
Housing for the provision of more houses
at Esperance. I realise the Government is
confronted with many housing Problems,
but in Esperance we find a position which
Is probably unique in Australia. This is
an area which is expanding very rapidly.
and which is bursting at the seams. Here
is a place which has grown from a small
townsite to a large centre in a short space
of time: therefore we find many housing
problems.

I asked some questions on this matter
the other day, and I was informed that
the Government, following its policy on
housing, has constructed 39 homes in
Esperance this year. When one realises
that the employees of the superphosphate
works alone will require 40 houses in
Esperance, one sees that the Government's
programme is nowhere near adequate to
meet the requirements.

The questions I asked in this House
regarding the number of applications for
houses at Esperance, for the period from
September, 1963, to August Of this y'ear.
showed that from January this year 44
applications have been received, but none
of these applicants has been housed as
yet. Yn answer to a question as to the
monthly application figures of applicants
who have not yet been housed, the Min-
ister stated there were 49 altogether. He
went on to say there were 14 houses
under construction; there were contracts
being fInalised for a further 11; and
additional contracts would be arranged
progressively for 20 more houses. That
is a total of 45 houses to meet the needs
of 49 applicants, some of whom lodged
applications over 12 months ago.

From time to time there are people
who are placed in a position when they
require houses almost immediately. I can
refer to one case: it concerns a family
which has received notice to quit on at
least two occasions. The notices were
issued by the Medical Department. The
reason is not that the department is not
desirous of having that family living in
the house; the reason Is that the house
is in such a shocking state that it is un-
fit for human habitation. Although an
application was lodged with the State
Housing Commission in April of this year
-the application was supported by me-
I was informed that this family would
have to wait its turn.

There are six children in this family.
and it is not fair to expect decent Austra-
lians to live in Shocking conditions simply
because no house can be provided by the
Government. They will have to wait their
turn, but there is already a large number
of applicants who are waiting their turn
and some of these may be in a similar
plight to the family I have referred to.

Recently I received a letter from a person
living at Esperance, who had been trying
for months to obtain a house from the
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commission. I shall not mention his
name, but the following was the letter I
received:-

Dear Mr. Moir,
I have been trying for months for

a State house in Esperance but am
getting nowhere.

We are a young couple with two
children, and expecting another one
in October. We have been living In
a caravan all our married life, until
recently when we were able to rent
a home at a rental of £710s. per week
which is far more than we can afford
on wages. Hoping You will be able
to help us.

This is an ordinary worker, with a wife
and two children, and another child Is
expected shortly. I think it is absolutely
shameful that they had to spend nearly
all their married life living in a caravan.

When I inquired about the possibility
of obtaining a house from the State Hous-
ing Commission for these people at a more
modest rental, I was told that this appli-
cant would have to wait his turn. He is
now paying £7 10s. a week. From what
T know of the rentals at Esperance, It
would not be a very magnificent type of
house which he is renting at £7 10s. a
week, because people there are paying from
£8 to over £10 for very ordinary houses.

I say it is about time the Government
bestirred itself. It should not be so com-
placent about this question of housing, and
it should not think it is doing something
wonderful in the provision of houses to
the people at Esperance. I admit the
houses which the commission is building
at Esperance are of a very good standard,
and for this the Government is to be con-
gratulated; but, of course, not nearly
enough of them have been built to meet
the requirements.

Another serious aspect relating to the
housing shortage at Esperance is the
accommodation of school teachers. Those
sent from the metropolitan area and other
centres to teach at Esperance have to pay
an exorbitant tariff at the hotels. We
all know the cost of boarding at hotels.
For that reason one can understand the
reluctance of teachers to go to centres
like Esperance, where houses are not avail-
able. If a teacher should be married he
would have to keep two homes going. His
wife and family remain where he was pre-
viously teaching, while he has to do the
best he can at Esperance to find suitable
accommodation.

Mr. Brand: Is there a reluctance on the
part of teachers to go to Esperance?

Mr. MOIR: I can well understand there
is a reluctance on their part, because I
have spoken to the teachers down Where,
and we all know what they have to pay
for board. I know they cannot take their
wives to Esperance, because they cannot
obtain houses. I am sure the Premier will

agree it is a very unsatisfactory state of
aff airs for a Young married couple to be
separated.

Mr. Brand: Of course it Is.
Mr. MOIR: It certainly costs a lot more

to live while Young couples are separated
under those circumstances. I am sorry
the Minister for Education is not in his
seat.

Mr. Brand: He is listening.
Mr. MOIR: I urge the Minister to take

a good look at the matter I have referred
to.

Mr. Brand: School teachers are aware
of these conditions when they take on
their Profession, and the Government is
doing its best in this regard.

Mr. MOIR: Probably the school teachers
do know the conditions when they take up
their Profession, but they must be very
dedicated to go on with It. One has only
to look at the bitter statements made by
school teachers about existing accommo-
dation, without taking into consideration
the lack of accommodation.

Mr. Brand: The teachesrs' union is mak-
ing very exaggerated statements about
this.

Mr. Kelly: Very justified.
Mr. Brand: They are exaggerated, as you

know.
Mr. MOIR: The Premier has said that

school teachers are making very exag-
gerated statements. I think they are very
restrained in the remarks they have made.
I have seen some of the houses in country
districts in which school teachers reside,
and I think the Government is fortunate
in getting People to live in those houses.

Mr. Brand: What about before 1959?
Mr. MOIR: When we consider the edu-

cation required by school teachers in order
to become qualified, I think the Govern-
ment is honour bound to see they get the
best of accommodation, particularly as
they have to go out to these areas and
spend a large Part of their lives educating
children.

Mr. Brand: When your Government was
in office did You act in this way?

Mr. MOIR: A lot of water has flowed
tinder the bridge since a Labor Govern-
ment was in office.

Mr. Brand: Conditions are no different.
Mr. MOIE: If Labor were in office there

would not be bitter complaints from the
school teachers, because something would
be done about their housing conditions.
This Government has had quite an amount
of money over and above what the Labor
Government had.

Mr. Brand: The Labor Government paid
it away in deficits.

Mr. Kelly: Labor did not Make a lot of
promises and not keep them.
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Mr. Brand: We have honoured all of
ours.

Mr. Kelly: You made a lot; but there
has been no attempt to keep them yet.

Mr. MOIR: I want to give a word of
advice to the Minister for Education; and
it is this: When a deputation is arranged to
meet him It is attended by members of
Parliament and members from the district
concerned; and whether he accepts or re-
jects the submissions made to him, it is
only common courtesy that he notify either
the members of Parliament concerned, or
the person who arranged the deputation,
of his decision. I say this to him because
I have been Placed in a rather embarrass-
ing position after having arranged a depu-
tation to him and arranged for my col-
leagues to attend. I might say this was
one of the best deputations with which I
have ever been associated. Its members
had their facts and figures at their finger-
tips, and I think they amazed the Minis-
ter because of the knowledge they were
able to place before him.

The Minister was very courteous, and
he was impressed with the subject matter
that the deputation placed before him. So
much so, that I think he altered his views
on the requirements of the high school
annexe at Esperance. I presume the Min-
ister notified these people as to what he
thought of their submissions, but cer-
tainly I knew nothing at all about that;
and it has placed me in an embarrassing
position.

Mr. Lewis: You have not been advised
of the result of the representations?

Mr. MOIR: I read about it In the papers.
Mr. Lewis: You were advised a contract

has been let.
Mr. MOIR: After I asked a question in

the House. In tonight's Daily News I find
that the contract has been revised. The
paper says--

An £81,840 Government contract to
build a high school at Esperance has
been let to E. S, Morrison Pty. LWd.
of Floreat Park.

The firm submitted the second low-
est of seven tenders.

The lowest tender, for £73,734, was
withdrawn.

The contract calls for completion by
January, 1965.

After I asked a question about It, I was
told that a firm named Esselmont received
the contract after tendering at £73,734.

Mr. Lewis: Haven't you received a let-
ter about it?

Mr. MOIR*: No.
Mr. Lewis: When was the contract let,

According to that answer?
Mr, MOIR: It does not say. I think it

is rather extraordinary that another tender
was not called if the -successful tenderer

was, for some reason or other, unable to
go on with the contract. It should not
have been simply given to the next lowest
tenderer, whose tender was £7,000 higher.

Mr. Lewis: You realise time was against
us if you want the school ready for next
year?

Mr. MOIR: I realise that: but nobody
is to blame for that except the de-
partment itself; and the Minister must
accept some of the blame.

Mr. Lewis: In 'what way? For not esti-
mating the population?

Mr. MOIR: The question of this high
school has been going on for some time.
A lot of misleading statements have been
made about it, because the people at Es-
perance had it conveyed to them that the
site for the school had been selected a long
while ago when, in fact, it had not. it
was at a late stage that a final determina-
tion was made about the high school site.

Mr. Brand: The most important thing
and the most satisfying thing is that a
contract has been let for the school.

Mr. MOIR: Of course.
The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): The

honourable member has another five min-
utes. Perhaps he should refrain from re-
plying to the Premier.

Mr. MOIR: I think the Premier should
move to have my time extended, seeing he
has taken up so much of it.

Mr. Brand: I have only been sitting here
for three minutes,

The SPEAKER (Mr, Hearman): I do
not think the Premier can promise that.

Mr. MOIR.: Esperance is a large district
which is rapidly expanding, and consider-
able diMoulty is being experienced in
maintaining existing roads. The Esper-
ance Shire Council made representations
to the Premier by way of deputation. But
it did not get far with him; nor did it
get a sympathetic hearing either. It is
rather astonishing to learn that this year
the actual grant to the Shire council has
been reduced. Whereas it received £23,000
last year. this year it will receive £14,000.

As I mentioned by way of question re-
cently to the Minister for Education, some
of the roads there are too dangerous for
the school buses to go over while carrying
children to School; and there are others
over which the school buses could not go
during this winter, with the result that
school children have lost quite an amount
of schooling. When I brought that up with
the minister he said it had not been re-
ported to him. Somebody has been lacking
in his duty,

Mr. Lewis: You are not blaming the
Education Department for that, are you?

Mr. MOlR. SomebodY is falling down
on the job.

601
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Mr. Lewis: Even if we knew the services
were disrupted, surely you would not blame
the Education Department for the roads!

Mr. MOfI: In reply to my question
asked a couple of days ago, the Minister
said he had no knowledge of it.

Mr. Lewis: No. But if he had, it is not
our responsibility.

Mr. MOIR: Certainly not; but surely the
Minister can make representations to the
appropriate Minister in his Government,
who should do something about it! Surely
It is important to the Minister that chil-
dren can get to school!

Mr. Lewis: Many of these roads are
within the jurisdiction of the shire.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
The honourable member's time is almost
UP.

Mr. MOIR: Unusual conditions and cir-
cumstances exist in Esperance and the
Government should be doing more than it
is to assist the local authority to maintain
these roads in a reasonable and decent
condition.

MR. RUNCIMAN (Murray) (8.10 p.m.]:
In supporting the motion for the adoption
of the Address-in-Reply to the Speech His
Excellency presented in Parliament, I
would just like to say how much the
people of Waroona in my electorate appre-
ciated the visit His Excellency made to
that town not long after he was sworn
into office. He certainly impressed the
people of the district by his knowledge of
Western Australia and his many questions
in connection with agriculture and his
interest in agricultural affairs.

He spoke to many of the children, and
I can assure members they appreciated
that very much. I have no doubt they
will remember that for as long as they
live, and I certainly hope His Excellency
may be able at some future date to visit
other parts of the electorate.

During the parliamentary recess, when I1
think we normally work very hard, I had
the opportunity of travelling on our State
ship, the CentaOur, to Singapore. I had read
much about this ship and I was naturally
anxious to see if it lived up to expecta-
tions. I can assure members I was most
impressed with the ship itself, its speed,
and its service.

Mr. Rowberry: Who bought that ship?
Mr. RUNCIMAN: It really will be a great

asset to this State in trading with our
neighbours in South-East Asia. It wa'scarrying a large cargo of sheep; and as we
know, on a good many of our north-west
boats passengers sometimes complain of
the smell from the livestock carried.
However, if we had not been told by the
Captain of the Centaur that the boat was
carrying about 2,000 sheep, we would not
have known.

Mr. Graham: There might have been a
1Q1 of Iabs

Mr. RUNCIMIAN: The first thing which
impressed me in Singapore was the slum-
appearance, and the multi-storey flats
being put up everywhere to try to solve
this problem and do away with the slum
housing. I inspected the inside of some
of the flats and was agreeably surprised at
their cleanliness and all-round usefulness.
They were workers' flats, arnd the rentals
were commensurate with the earnings of'
the people, who were very happy to be in
them.

I was also interested in a visit to the
cold storage dairy farm company just out
of Singapore. My interest stemmed from
the fact that although over the last few
years we have been building up a trade in
dairy cattle with Singapore, during the last
12 months this trade had ceased and I was
anxious to find out just what had hap-
pened. I was informed by the manager
that the main reason was that there was a
particularly bad form of disease in the
cattle, and although they had the best
veterinary advice, they did not seem to be
making much progress in the eradication
of it. Until such time as they do achieve
a clean bill of health, there is little prospect
that we will be able to resume this trade.

I was somewhat amused to learn that
although they milk something like 500
cows on. this property, there was a
staff of 250. This staff worked an eight-
hour day. But, on top of that, the man-
ager told me most of them claimed over-
time. Therefore, what they found to do
I really would not know. I think they must
have spent a lot of time getting out of one
another's way.

Another pleasing feature of the visit was
to find that we were able to get milk,
sent from a Western Australian cold stor-
age company, delivered there regularly
every morning. Browne's milk was deliv-
ered there to many parts of the city and
it has become very popular. I pay a tribute
to the enterprise of those companies that
have started this industry, which I think
has a big future.

In Kuala Lumpur, which is a city about
the same size as Perth, I was shown over
their new Parliament House which is of
17 storeys. It is a most impressive build-
ing costing, I think, something like
17 million dollars. I was rather amazed
to realise that a country with a popula-
tion of 10.000,000 could spend that amount
of money on a new Parliament House, The
building is really magnificent. The floors
are marble and the building contains wide
corridors. However, I1 felt the place lacked
atmosphere and was a, most inconvenient
place in which to work.

When the House is not sitting, very few
members of Parliament go near the place.
I admired the Chamber. It was slightly
bigger than this one and was really beauti-
ful. The ceiling was different;, and, talk
about chandeliers! They had 500 lights in
their ceiling.



[Wednesday, 26 August, 1964.1 0

Mr. Brady: I hope they give better il-
lumination than ours do.

Mr. RUNCIMAN: I did notice that there
was a special gallery just behind the back
bench where the heads of the various
departments were In attendance when the
Minister was speaking on any particular
Bill so that he did not have to ring up.
The officers of his department were in the
House.

Mr. Hawke: it would keep some of these
Ministers on the right track if we had
that same system here.

Mr. RUNCIMAN: I was also very im-
Pressed with the schools over there and
their cleanliness, and the cleanliness of the
children themselves. I think one of the
most lasting impressions I gained was the
immense friendliness of the people and
their appreciation of and liking for Aus-
tralians. Western Australia itself aind the
development which is occurring is known
over there principally, I think, because of
the various trade missions which have
gone through Singapore; and a genuine
interest Is taken in what we are doing
in this State.

This I thought was particularly good:
but a number of business people spoke to
me over there and told me that to hold eur*
markets and to increase our possibilities
in that area, it is necessary, particularly
owing to the very keen competition from
other countries, that these trade missions
should be followed up by those people who
are interested. That is very necessary. The
competition of other countries is particu-
larly keen. On the day we left, a trade
mission from Sweden arrived, and another

oDne from somewhere else was due the
following week.

As a farmer and a representative of a
rural electorate it has given me a great
deal of pride anid satisfaction to note the
terrific expansion that has been occurring
In our State over the last few years. It
has not always been that way. I know
that in the early days. when I was farming,
the times were very difficult and every-
thing seemed to be static. Today we have
a market for practically everything that
we produce. I think this is due to quite
a number of factors. We have modern
machinery that can handle these sorts of
things.

The greatest contributing factor to this
has been our agricultural scientists. I
think they have done a marvellous job in
opening up and making possible the use
.of so much of our country. A million acres
a year are taken up; and I venture to say
that were it not for the work of our agri-
cultural scientists the country would not
'have been taken up ars it has been.

The story of light land development in
-this State is one of great progress. There
-are not many agricultural scientists, and
they have done an outstanding job under
primitive conditions. Agricultural science

has played a terrific part In the develop-
ment of our State, which depends on
primary industry for its prosperity.

These men have done so much for agri-
culture in this State. I was interested to
read recently of an inquiry into the popu-
larity of various faculties at the University
of Melbourne. I was disappointed to find
that the faculty of agriculture is the
least popular of the faculties; that more
students are taking science than are taking
agricultural science. The faculty of agri-
cultural science is the cinderella of them
all.

This is an amazing state of affairs when
agriculture plays such an important part
in our lives. Agricultural scientists do
not seem to have the same status that
ordinary scientists have. The other day
I was speaking to some university students
and I asked them what they were studying.
They told me they were studying science.
I asked them why they did not take up
agricultural science and they replied that
they could get more money by taking up
science.

Concerning the conditions under which
our agricultural scientists work, this matter
and the matter of their pay should be
looked into if we want to bold on to our
leading agricultural scientists and en-
courage others to enter the profession.
Over the years we have been woefully
short of extension officers--so short that
farmers have banded together and em-
ployed their own extension officers or
advisory officers.

There have been very few applicants
when positions have been advertised
throughout Australia and New Zealand.
This shows there is an Australia-wide
shortage. The bulk of our agricultural ad-
visers have come from New Zealand. They
have even been brought from the United
Kingdom and South Africa. There have
been very few from our own State or from
other parts of Australia.

Agriculture is an important part of our
economy, and we should do a lot more to
encourage young people to take up agri-
cultural science. If it is a question of pay
or better conditions, then the Government
should look into those matters to see
whether it can improve conditions so me-
where along the line so that we can at-
tract more young men.

Farmers are taking a great deal of in-
terest in agricultural science in an effort to
develop and improve their farms. They
are seeking to gain knowledge in order
that they might cut down their costs of
production, which is something that is
worrying all of us. We can do that by
better farming methods. However, wie still
look to agricultural scientists to help us
along those lines. That Is the reason why
many of us have banded together and em.-
ploy cur own agricultural advir.,
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The standard of the departmental offi-
cers is particularly high; but unfortunately
some of the best of them seldom get away
from Perth. They are more or less bogged
down by administration. We could do
with more departmental officers, and in
this connection greater encouragement
should be given to young people to take
up agricultural science as a career.

This State, in common with all the
States, is particularly short of veterin-
ary officers. The Commonwealth Depart-
ment of Primary Industry estimates that
at the moment we are short of 100 veterin-
arians. Although there has been an im-
provement in Western Australia in later
years, there is room for a great deal more
improvement. We have obtained some
veterinarians from England and other
places. In view of the improvement in
Western Australia's livestock; in view of
our greatly increased exports of beef and
mutton; and in view of the fact that ani-
mal husbandry varies a great deal between
Esperance and the Kimberleys, there is a
case for a veterinary school to be estab-
lished in Western Australia.

A few years ago the people of this State
subscribed in a very generous manner to-
wards a medical school. If this Govern-
ment could give the farmers and the
other people of this State a lead in this
matter, I am sure that we ourselves could
raise a considerable sum towards estab-
lishing a veterinary school. I am pretty
certain that the whole of the farming
community, plus those people who are in-
terested in, or who depend upon, farming
--such as stock agents, machinery firms,
oil companies, and so on-would solidly
back such a scheme.

At the moment the Government has not
been able to give us a lead on this mat-
ter, and I hope the Minister will give it
some consideration-if not now, then per-
haps in the near future. If a little en-
couragement were given along those lines
I think the Government would be amazed
at the response which the public of this
State would make.

Much has been said about decentralisa-
tion. This applies not only to Western
Australia, but to the whole of Australia. It
is a subject that everybody can talk about.
It is a very pleasant subject to talk about.
We can talk quite a lot about It, and yet
not make a great deal of progress in actual
decentralisation.

However, when this Government came
to office one of the first things the Min-
ister for Industrial Development did was
to contact the various shire councils in
this State and suggest to them that they
should form a committee to look into this
question. The purpose of the committee
was to interest people in establishing small
industries. or industry of any kind: and
If the committee put up a proposition the

Government would offer help in the way
of advice and money, depending, of course,
on the scheme.

In many instances it has been success-
ful. It has given people an interest and it
has shown that the Government is tak-
ing an interest in this matter of decen-
tralisation.

Mr. Kelly: What has been achieved?

Mr. RUNCIh4AN: Quite a lot. Indus-
tries have been started in many districts.
Even a few small industries are a big help.
At different times I have heard the mem-
ber for Albany speak about the town he
represents, and from his remarks one
would think that so far as that town is
concerned there has been no decentralisa-
tion. I lived at Albany for many years
and I can remember it had a population
of about 5,000 for a very long time. At
the end of the deep-water jetty there was
a notice which said, "Take off your boots
or you will wake the inhabitants." That
could not be said today.

Mr. Brady: They have a good member
down there, that's why.

Mr. ERtflCflvAN: This development has
been going on for some time, and the pro-
gress that has been made is remarkable.
There are new industries being established
at Albany all the time. The same story
applies to BunburY which, I would think,
will become a city in a few years' time.

Mr. Williams: They have a good mem-
ber there, too.

Mr. RtINCIMAN: There has been rapid
growth in that town, and the same applies
to Geraldton. There is not a deal of
difference in the population of Bun-
bury, Albany, and Geraldton. Mr. Bolts,
the Premier of Vlctqria, had the idea
that the best way to assist decen-
tralisation was to build up a number of
country towns. It is not possible to build
up every town with industries, but the
idea was to select a number of them and
concentrate on those places, and from
them one could extend.

Decentralisation is something that has
been worrying the people of New South
Wales for a considerable time. When one
realises that in a State which has a poPu-
tion of about 4,000,000 there are 2,225,000
in the City of Sydney, it can be seen that
that State has made very little progress
in decentralisation, even though there are
many large towns and industrial areas
removed from the City of Sydney. After
the war the Government of New South
Wales decided to establish a green belt
around Sydney in an effort to halt this
continued development of the area around
the city, and also to try to stop people
from coming to Sydney and developing
land around the outskirts. That Proposal
was not a success and the Government
has given the idea away.
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There is one aspect of decentralisation
which I would like to mention, and I refer
to education. It upsets people when they
know that in many centres their children
cannot be educated beyond the Junior
standard. Western Australia has a, fairly
good record in many aspects of education.
Successive Governments have done a good
job in country areas with correspondence
classes, radios for schools, primary educa-
tion, secondary education up to Junior
standard, school buses, living-away-from-
home allowances, and so on.

Unfortunately, we find that the Junior
Certificate, which was considered to be
quite sufficient for the average boy and
girl a few years ago, is no longer adequate,
and today the standard required is much
higher. Most boys and girls must obtain
a Leaving Certificate if they wish to get
ahead in the world these days: and, in this
respect, our country children are at a
distinct disadvantage. I have found that
representatives of stock firms, insurance
firms, oil companies, machinery firms, and
many others who have lived in the country
for many years, find, when their children
get older, that they have to go back to
the city to further the children's educat-
tion.

There are many farmers who can afford
to keep two homes going. They find, if
they have a large family, that this is
necessary so that the older ones, particu-
larly, can be taken to Perth for more
advanced education. Very often the wife
will take a home in Perth and the husband
will remain on the farm so that the child-
ren can go on to get the Leaving Certificate
or attend the University. It is ths
lack of opportunity for more advanced
secondary education that prevents many
people from going to live in the country,
or from staying there for any length of
time.

This sort of thing happens in some of
the mill towns. I know of cases at Dwel-
Ungup where people have decided, because
their children cannot be educated to the
fourth year level at high school, that the
best thing they can do is to go to Perth
and get other jobs so that their children
can go to school there.

The same sort of thing is happening in
a number of other areas, and I think
country people look at this aspect of educa-
tion in a somewhat different light from
many who live in the city; because they
feel that the city children have the oppot_-
tunity of going to their choice of many
different schools, and if there is not a
school beyond the third year in the area
in which a family lives, the children do
not have to travel many miles to attend
another one in some other area. Also
people in the city have the opportunity of
sending their children to whichever they
choose of many different colleges.

I know the parents have to pay to send
their children to a college; but look at
what it costs a country parent to send
his children to the city to be educated,
Even with the living-away-from-home
allowance it costs between £.400 and £500 a
year, and the average person just cannot
afford that sum. As a result there are
many hundreds of country children who
are debarred from taking the Leaving Cer-
tificate. I suggest that greater interest
should be taken in the matter and some-
thing should be done to see that more
schools which will allow children to be
educated to a higher standard are erected
in country districts.

We were bitterly disappointed that the
Pinjarra Junior High School was not up-
graded this year. Only one school in the
State was upgraded and that was a city
school. The reason given for this was that
there were no teachers available. This is
a serious state of affairs, and I only hope
that if we cannot get more teachers this
year we will be able to get them next year.

Mr. Kelly: Hope springs eternal!

Mr. RTJNCIMAN: It is so much easier
for city children to get a full education
than it is for children in the country.

Mr. W. Hegney: You have only a junior
high school at Pinjarra?

Mr. R.UNCIMAN: Yes; it is a three-year
school. I should now like to pay a tribute
to the chairman and members of the Milk
Board. Never in the history of the in-
dustry has there been a better feeling
among milk producers than that which
obtains at present. The new chairman has
gone out of his way to meet people, to go
out on to the farms, to talk to farmers, and
to really understand the problems they
have. Anybody can see and discuss his
problems with the chairman, and this is
something that has not obtained with the
Milk Board for some years.

One of the most pleasing features is the
co-operation between the Milk Board and
the Department of Agriculture over the last
couple of years. That has not always been
so, but I think the dairy branch of the
Department of Agriculture and the Milk
Board should work together, because if
they do not they axe only working against
the interests of the producer. The depart-
ment has been a great help in assisting
with the quality factor which is so
important.

We all realise that this is an important
aspect of the industry, and farmers are
taking a very keen interest in the problem
and are doing their best to improve their
own standards in regard to whole-milk
development and to overcome the solids-
not-fat troubles. Not a great deal of pro-
gress has been made in this connection, but
farmers have a very genuine desire to
overcome the problems connected with
solids-not-f at. They have been doing their
best to resolve the problem by working in
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close co-operation with the officers of the
department. In the meantime, the Milk
Board is not penalising them.

In England, the basis for payment is
milk quality. The chairman of the New
South Wales Milk Board (Mr. Ferguson)
sent two of his officers to England for
about 12 months to investigate the system
of payment on quality. It is a very desir-
able one, but as yet it has not been adopted
in New South Wales. I understand, how-
ever, it will not be long before it is adopted.
After this system had been adopted in
England, a questionnaire was conducted
among a cross-section of milk producers
and it was found that the low S.N.F. prob-
lem had almost disappeared because, for a
start, there was a difference of about 4d.
per gallon between what was paid for top
quality milk and what was paid for milk
which was below standard.

I do not know whether it is termed a
milk board or a department in England,
but the milk authority made it possible for
farmers to test for low solids. Testing is
the only way by which we can overcome
this problem. We must make available
the necessary facilities for all farmers to
test continually for S.N.F. Among all
dairy farmers the emphasis has always
been on the amount of cream on the top
of the bucket or the bottle. That has been
the basis for assessing the quality for many
years past, until recently, when emphasis
has been placed on the protein content of
milk. The emphasis today is definitely on
that system.

To date, there has been little testing
done with a view to solving this problem.
because dairy farmers, over a. period of
years, have been unable to cull the low
producers. It has been said that proper
feeding is a great help to improve milk
quality, but nevertheless it is only a help.
I am quite convinced that cows inherently
low in S.N.F., no matter how well they may
be fed or treated, cannot produce milk of
the approved standard. We can achieve an
improvement in milk quality only by regu-
lar testing.

Last year I was interested in the bulk
milk pick-up system, and the artificial
breeding scheme, flew South Wales and
Victoria are the two leading dairy-pro-
ducing States of Australia, and I took the
opportunity to visit each of them to ascer-
tain what was being done. At Musswell-
brook, in the Hunter Valley, a pilot scheme
is in operation and I was most interested in
it. It is working very well. I was anxious to
Aind out what the farmers in that district
thought of it. One of the factors of the
scheme is the high cost of the milk vat
unit. That high cost would debar mcs'
of our dairy producers from adopting such
a scheme.

However, bulk milk is progressing in
New South Wales, but slowly. In Victoria
it is a different proposition. one hundred
per cent, of the farmers in some districts
have changed over to bulk milk and are

most impressed with the new system. in
fact, the farmers to whom I spoke said
that if they had to revert to the can sys-
tem they would rather go out of whole-
milk production altogether.

This system will eventually be intro-
duced to Western Australia. We are not
quite ready for it yet. We have a great
many small dairy producers, and the cost
of the vats and the refrigeration unit
ranges from £1,200 to £1,500. Therefore
it would be Impossible for our small dairy
producers to finance such a scheme. How-
ever, in Victoria I discovered that treat-
msent plants were hiring these outfits to
the dairy farmers, so if the treatment
plants in this State followed suit it would
make the bulk milk scheme a distinct
possibility.

For the scheme to work satisfactorily,
it would be necessary for our treatment
plants to operate along similar lines to
those in Victoria. If and when we do in-
troduce this bulk milk scheme to Western
Australia, I trust the refrigeration units
and the vats will be manufactured in this
State. I can only hope that the Milk
Board will give some consideration to this
scheme with a view to implementing it in
the future, because I hope it will even-
tually be adopted in this State.

Last year, Western Australia had 28,000
acres of land under irrigation. The bulk
of our production of whole milk, cheese,
condensed milk, and butter comes from
the irrigated areas. These 28,000 acres
of irrigated land are situated within the
boundaries of the Waroona, Harvey, Bruns-
wick, and Dardanup districts, and they are
among the most prosperous areas in the
State today, largely due to irrigation. I
was particularly happy to be at the open-
ing of the Logue Brook Dam in the Harvey
area. It has a capacity of something like
5,250.000,000 gallons of water and will be
of great assistance to the people in the
Harvey irrigation district. Unfortunately,
the dam itself is situated in my electorate,
but the water from it goes into the next
electorate. I might mention that although
it is of great importance, this matter was
not mentioned in the Governor's Speech.
I do not know how the opening of the
Logue Brook Dam was missed from His
Excellency's Speech.

The capacity of the new dam which the
Government has started at Waroona will
be equal to the combined capacity of the
Samson and Drakesbrook dams. When
it Is completed it will be possible to in-
crease the number of irrigated farms in
that area. We all know that irrigation
brings about greater decentralisation and
closer settlement; and so, in this area, when
the dam is completed, there will be an in-
creased number of small but highly-
prodbctive farms. Whilst in the Hunter
Valley in New South Wales, I1 was im-
pressed to discover that most of the farms
In that area are under spray irrigation.
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Quite a number of them are under sprink-
lers, although not all the time; but they
are adequately Irrigated by the spray
system. Borne of the best pastures in Aus-
tralia are in that area.

Prior to the irrigation of those farms.
many of the producers were thinking of
quitting dairying because they found it
was not profitable. However, with ample
water supplies being provided by sinking
bores in some instances, and with the
assistance of particularly good wells and
good creeks, it has been possible to bring
practically the whole of that area under
spray irrigation. Here I might mention
that that land has been sold at prices
ranging from £200 to £300 perfacre. When
I visited Victoria, I found that many parts
of the Gippsland district had spray irriga-
tion. This system is extremely popular in
that district, and whole areas have now
adopted the sprinkler irrigation system

After having seen so much of success-
ful spray irrigation in the Eastern States,
and after having gone to the Camden
Research Station and listened to Mr.
Geddes, who is an authority on spray
irrigation, and who said to me, "There is
no poor land in Australia; there is only
land without water," I feel that some-
thing should be done to install this system.

It was only a few years ago that Mr.
Geddes gave some very well attended lec-
tures in the country districts of this State,
as a result of which a number of farmers
started building turkey-nest dams, and
that sort of thing. I feel it might be a
good Idea if the department were to in-
vile Mr. Geddes to Western Australia to
make a lecture tour along similar lines.

As I say, I visited Camden. it has aL
24-inch rainfall, and the results that Mr.
Geddes has obtained through spray
Irrigation and from dams on the sides of
hills with contour drains running down
the hillsides have to be seen to be be-
lieved. The 'results were just magnificent.
We could certainly do with more of this
sort of thing in our own State.

I know there are many reasons why
dairy farmers are dissatisfied with their
incomes, but I do think that the form of
irrigation with the spray line could help
these farmers. Sores and spray irriga-
tion would help extend the lactation period
of the cows: and instead of their being
milked for seven months, they could be
milked for the full lactation period; and
they could be milked well. It would be
a great help if some assistance could be
given to farmers along those lines.

I was also interested in artificial breed-
Ing. I visited a centre at Aberdeen, and
the beautiful centre at Graham Park, at
Berri in New South Wales. I also visited
Pamawn Park in Victoria, and I was
nmost impressed with the Progress made
in artificial breeding in those States. The
centre at Graham Park is magnificent.

The Government started that with a grant
of £200,000, and one would therefore expect
something pretty good from that expendi-
ture.

The centre at Pamawn Park, which
is a particularly good one, was bought by
a co-operative with assistance from the
Government, to the tune of £20,000. That
centre has proved immensely successful.
It Is a particularly fine centre with prob-
ably the best bulls in Australia.

Coming back and looking over our own
set-up, and knowing the progress made at
the Wokalup research centre, I feel we
should give full credit to the Superintend-
ent of Dairying for the spleudid job
he has done with artificial breeding
in Western Australia. We have the
highest conception rate of any centre in
Australia; and, taken on a percentage of
the milking cows in the State, our
percentage is slightly higher than that of
the other States-which, of course, is a
very good thing.

There is, however, one important matter
in this connection in which I do not agree
with the department. As members know,
we can now import semen from New Zea-
land, from England, and from any other
part of Australia. I think that our stud
breeders, and those who have particularly
high-grade herds, are able to import
semen, or have it imported through the
Government centre at Wokalup. it would
be a great help to these people if the
Government inseminators could handle it.
The numbers likely to make use of this
provision are not so great that it could
not be done, and it would be a big
step in achieving greater quality. it
would help to lift the standard con-
siderably, particularly with importations
from Pamawn Park in Victoria, where
we could get the senfieli from a proven
bull. Over here, up to date, we have not
had a proven bull system. For a number
of years we have used pretty well the
same bulls all the time. Last year some
new importations of bulls were made,
which will be aL decided improvement.

I do think, however, that the depart-
ment should take another look at this
business in connection with stud breeders
particularly, and those with high-grade
herds, to enable them to import semen
from other parts of the world through the
Government centre. The U.K. exports
semen to 17 different countries. East-
ern Australia has been exporting semen
to New Zealand and to Tasmania. From
the Pamawn Park centre it is flown
to the Atherton Tableland. So it is quite
practicable. It is frozen semen and has
a lower conception rate; and is frozen and
sent in liquid nitrogen and the results
have been particularly good.

I reiterate that I would like the depart-
ment to have another look at this matter.
It would be of great benefit to many of
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our stud breeders in this State. When
people talk about stud breeders they seem
to think that they are necessarily a
wealthy section of the community. That
is not always so. A good many are ordinary
dairy farmers who like to keep one or two
stud animals in their herd and to work up
slowly from that basis. These people,
however, would like a greater selection in
bulls from different blood lines which they
can get from New Zealand and Victoria.
it would help them no end if they were
permitted to do so. I know that one can
import it oneself, and get a veterinary
officer to do the insemination. It is, how-
ever, expensive, and one cannot always get
a veterinary officer.

Mr. Kelly: Would the costs be compar-
able?

Mr. RUNCIMAN: I think it is ils. Ed.
an amnpoule from Victoria. I do know,
however, that the stud breeders and those
wishing to import the semen are prepared
to pay the extra cost.

I would now like to pay a tribute to
the splendid work done by the State Elec-
tricity Commission in our country districts
irn providing so many of us with electric
power. The commission has pushed out its
lines throughout the south-west of the
State and is continuing to push out these
lines still further and I need hardly say
what a great boon electricity is to people
in the country. It makes life so much
more worth while. Those of us who live
in the clties or larger country towns do
not perhaps appreciate this. We ar, apt
to take our electricity and the various; ap-
pliances so much for granted. But it is
a great boon for the country people.

Many of us have had 32 volt appliances
for many years. But there is a great dif-
ference between a 32 volt supply, and the
supply Provided by the State Electricity
Commission. I pay a tribute to the com-
mission for the good work it is doing. At
times breakdowns in supply occur through
lightning and other reasons, and the
promptness of the men in repairing the
faults should be commended.

Mr. H. May: Is there an electricity depot
in Pinjarra?

Mr. HtTNClMIAN: No.
Mr. H. May: Is there one at Waroona?
Mr. RUNCDhIAN: Yes. There Is one

other aspect relating to the workings of
the State Electricity Commission to which
I want to refer. The commission and its
officers are expected to go through private
Properties and farms with the least amount
of interference, when power lines are being
constructed. These power lines come from
the Muja Power house and the South Fre-
mantle power house, and they pass through
many farms. There could be more co-
operation between the officers in charge
of these projects and the owners of the
properties. It is all very well for the com-
mission to work out a supply line from one

point to another, but in my view more
consideration should be given to the farms
through which those lines have to pass.

Recently I visited a farm in which a big
deviation in the centre of a watercourse
had been made by the employees of the
State Electricity Commission. If that line
had been extended 10 chains it could have
made a deviation through a sandy hill.
After making the deviation, the men had
to put in two extra gates and a culvert.
The whole area of land was ruined. This
does not seem to be in compliance with
the policy of the commission to construct
lines through private properties with the
minimum of interference.

During the summertime officers from the
commission might approach a farmer and
inform him that electric light poles would
be constructed through his property, and
there would be a need to undertake certain
other work. Naturally the farmer would
not try to stop the progress of the work,
and would give his permission. However,
in many cases when the farmer sees what
takes place in the course of the work, it
is a different story. This applies particu-
larly in the wintertime, when tractors and
trucks become bogged in the best pasture
paddocks, and big ruts are formed. In
some cases poles have been erected, and
earth has been heaped four feet high at
the base of the poles; and in others bull-
dozers have dug holes here and there,
and have tried to fill them UP.

The farmer worries about what is
happening to his property. Many people
do not understand that generally farmers
love their land, and it is a part of them.
It is a sacrilege, in their view, for men of
the State Electricity Commission to bull-
doze their way through their land. That
upsets them considerably. More could be
done with better supervision of the work,
and with better public relationship between
the officers of the commission and the
farmers concerned.

Mr. H. May: The two men in Chidlows
had the right idea!

Mr. RUNCIMAN: To a certain extent.
I do not know the full story, and I would
not like to comment on it. I have some
sympathy for such people, because I know
how they feel when power lines are built
through their properties.

Mr. Kelly: I know of one instance where
22 lambs fell down the holes made by the
men, and they were killed.

Mr. RUNCIM-AN: I am also aware of
one case where a bullock fell down such
a hole. I know of another case where
the barbed wire of the fence was cut and
left, and a few days later the farmer
found one of his stud ewes with barbed
wire wrapped around it, These things
tend to upset the farmers, and there is
no necessity for them to happen.

I would ask the Minister to take this
matter up with the State Electricity Com-
mission with a view to obviating these
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occurrences, which upset the farmers.
Sometimes the men throw a piece of
timber with nails stuck in It an the round.
When the farmer works his tractor in that
area, very often he has a puncture. I
know a great number of farmers who have
become so upset with these happenings
that they cannot sleep at night, In some
cases bulldozers have been engaged by
the commission to clear the land of trees,
and the contractor has pushed over a few
extra trees for luck. The fault seems to
lie at the top of the organisation, and not
with the men doing the work. Some of
the supervisors should exercise more con-
trol. There seems to be a tendency to
blame the men for these things, but I think
it is really the supervising officer who is
responsible.

The SPEAKER (Mrx. Hearman): The
honourable member has another five
minutes.

Mr. Kelly: The farmer could claim
compensation.

Mr. Nalder: You are not blaming the
Minister for this?

Mr. RUNCIMAN:. I 'wish to mention
the damage done to culverts and bridges,
not only in the south-west electorates, but
also in the wheatbelt electorates. Local
authorities receive grants for the develop-
ment of roads, but more and more they
find there is a need to widen existing cul-
verts and re-do work done years before, on
the specifications of the Main Roads De-
partment. If the local authorities carried
oiit this work there would be very little
left In the grants for the provision of
more roads. I ask the Minister to give
consideration for more money to be allo-
cated to the local authorities, so that
existing culverts and small bridges can
be improved and brought up to date.

With all the clearing that is taking
place along the foot of the Darling Range
to the coast, and with people becoming
more drain-conscious, I am quite sure that
from time to time floods will occur, though
Perhaps not as bad as the recent ones at
Bunbury and Collie. This area has a rain-
fall of 40 inches a year. If the country-
side is denuded of vegetation, then the
runoff of water from the ranges will flood
the whole countryside. A good number
of the drains which were built years ago
are not big enough now to take the extra
volume of water. These were put in when
very little of the countryside was cleared.
and at that time they were quite adequate
for their purpose. With the additional
clearing that has taken place they are not
big enough now.

There are cases where some of the drains
have been enlarged, but the original bridges
have not been altered; although the drains
have been widened to take a greater volume
of water, the culverts and bridges stop the
flow. This is a matter the drainage
engineers will have to consider. It is a

big burden imposed on local authorities
to enlarge drains, or to reconstruct other
works, because they are inadequate.

Mr. Kelly: There is insufficient work
done on drains in general throughout the
south-west.

Mvr. RUNCIMAN: Last year there was
an increase in the drainage rate. Natur-
ally, whenever there is an increase in rates
or taxes, the average person raises objec-
tion. I feel sorry for many of the people
living in the drainage areas of the lower
south, who have had to meet increased
drainage rates. The income of these
people is rather static, and an increase in
the drainage rates presents them with a
great difficulty. In some instances the
drainage rates have been increased to
twice the shire council rate. With the
income from butterfat remaining almost
static over the last few years, many of
these people found themselves in trouble.

I hope the Minister will give some con-
sideration to either alleviating the posi-
tion or pegging the present system. I
know we have a Grants Commission to
which we have to account, but it seems
'eason able enough to ex~qio& people to
bear the cost of maintenance and in some
areas the farmers do not mind at all. The
benefits they have derived from drainage
have been so good they are quite happy
to pay.

The SPEAKER fMr. Hearmian): The
honourabie member's time has expired.

MR1. DAVIES (Victoria Park) [9.11
p.mn.]: I rise to support the motion thank-
ing His Excellency for his speech on the
occasion of the opening of Parliament
this year. The Speech, of course, takes
the usual form. It gives a brief out-
line of some of the things that have been
happening in the State over the past 12
months. Perhaps it does not give them
as factually as we would like, but It often
gives us a lead that we are able to follow
up at a later stage. It also gives a fore-
cast of some of the legislation we can ex-
pect during the coming session.

It is interesting to note that some of
the Bills which are forecast deal with
matters that have already been raised
in this House, or in another place, by
members of the Opposition. There is a
Bill to regulate and control door-to-door
sales, a matter that was dealt with during
the previous session. We have also rep-
resented the matter of compensation to
civilians who are injured while assisting
the police in the execution of their duty:
and we have also attempted to get some
regulation to control debt collectors. I
am pleased to say that these are some of
the matters that will be dealt with dur-
ing the current session of Parliament. I
notice there is a Bill to establish a suitors
fund. As a bachelor I will be very inter-
ested in that.

Mr. Guthrie: The wrong type of suitor,
I think!
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Mr. DAVIES: I do not know whether the
Minister for Lands will also be interested
in it, hoping it might do some good-

Mr. Bovell: Too late!
Mr. DAVIES: -for the two bachelors in

the House. However, I just had my hopes
dashed when I heard the member for Su-
biaco say, "The wrong kind of suitors."

It is not what the Governor's Speech to
Parliament contains, but what it does not
contain that interests us. I am sorry there
is no proposed legislation to deal with
some of the industrial questions which we
hoped the Government would have con-
sidered by now. I refer, of course, to the
matter of equal pay for work of equal
value; that is, equal pay for women, as it
is generally referred to.

Some amendments to the Workers'
Compensation Act are badly needed: and
we hoped that this State would show the
lead in regard to the new long service
leave formula that has been proposed and
brought into operation in some of the
more progressive States, such as New
South Wales. But as I have said before,
the Government's record in regard to in-
dustrial legislation Is indeed dismal. At
this stage I think it could have done
something in regard to the equal pay for
women question.

I would like to bring to the notice of
the Government-I mentioned this in the
House before 'when debating an earlier
amendment-the fact that, according to
a publication I have: it is the official or-
gan of the Nfational Union of Commercial
Workers f or July, 1964-in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaya, the Teachers' Union put
up a spirited struggle over the last four
years to establish the principle of equal
pay; and as a result of its struggle it is
estimated that 16,000 women teachers will
now benefit. They will receive the same
pay as their male counterparts; and 4,000
other women employees in the civil serv-
ice will receive equal pay. It is also noted
that in Singapore the Government ac-
cepted equal pay in 1962 and has been
gradually Implementing it. Women teach-
ers have already secured equal pay; and
the deadline for the completion of imple-
mentation of equal pay in the civil service
is 1964.

When a country like Malaya and a place
like Singapore can introduce this prin-
ciple, which has now been adopted in so
many countries of the world, I think it is
a great shame the matter has been treated
so lightly by this Government. As I
have said before, it has been treated
lightly because the Minister for Labour
says he will not deal with the question
of equal pay; it Is a matter for the court.
On the other hand, the court says it will
not deal with equal pay; it wants a lead
from the Government. So we have
reached an Impasse. It is time some ser-
ious consideration was given to the mat-
ter.

Speaking towards the end of the debate
on the Address-in -Reply has both advan-
tages and disadvantages. One of the
advantages is that it gives one an oppor-
tunity to reply to some of the points
brought up during the debate; and one
of the disadvantages is that some of the
points one was going to make, or hoped
to make, have already been made by other
speakers.

One thing I1 would like to comment
on is the remark made by the member
for Narogin earlier this week when he
gave me the impression that he deplored
the fact that we had been sitting for
nearly four weeks and had not yet com-
pleted the Address-in-Reply. I believe he
stated that Standing Orders needed
overhauling to stop any prolonged debate.

I think that is a disgraceful attitude to
adopt as far as Parliament is concerned.
As all members know-and as many of the
public know-this is one of the few oppor-
tunities one has to bring up matters re-
lating to one's own electorate and, more
importantly, to the whole of the State. It
is a time when one is not confined in
one's remarks. Therefore I think it is one
of the most valuable opportunities that we
have in Parliament.

I feel that if the member for Narrogin
is of the opinion we have been wast-
ing time on the Address -in -Reply, perhaps
he should join with this side of the House
in Its eff orts to have two sessions of Par-
liament each year. I am wholeheartedly
in favour of this proposal, and very much
regret that the Government has not seen
fit to implement it. Perhaps the Govern-
ment does not think the State is large
enough yet to warrant two sessions of
Parliament in one year; but surely to good-
ness we have progressed to a stage where
such a procedure is warranted!

There are many matters that come to
our notice when Parliament is not sitting,
and it takes a great deal of time to have
them dealt with by the various Govern-
ment departments. When one finally ob-
tains an answer, the people concerned have
often lost interest in the matter. Then,
again because the delay has been so long,
the ultimate result has not been as benefi-
cial as one would have hoped. However, had
Parliament been sitting, these matters
could have been brought more directly to
the notice of the Ministers. Ftor this
reason, and because of the number of
matters that members have to inquire into.
two sessions of Parliament are required.

There are many other reasons that have
been dealt with in previous years. I think
they were dealt with at the end of last
session. However, I feel that if the mem-
ber for Narrogin is dissatisfied with the
amount of time we waste on the Address-
in-Reply, here is an opportunity for him
to sponsor the two sessions of Parliament
each year: or, alternatively, perhaps we
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could start work earlier in the day rather
than at 4.30 p.m. I think that could be
managed quite easily.

Many of the matters we bring forward
in the Address-in-Reply debate are, of
course, given a great deal of consideration
by the Ministers concerned, Particularly
I would like to mention matters I have dis-
cussed which have been noted and in re-
gard to which action has been taken by
the Minister for Education and the Minis-
ter for Police.

The problems of my own electorate, of
course, continue to harass many people
and to worry me. Possibly the most press-
ing need is some action to be taken to im11-
prove the traffic flow through Victoria
Park. I cannot see that this problem will
be greatly overcome until such time as
another bridge is put across the Swan
River, as proposed in the metropolitan
regional plan. It is intended to cross the
river in the vicinity of Burswood Island
and to come on to Great Eastern High-
way around the Rivervale crossing.

I believe there is a great urgency to get
on with this work. From my own observa-
tions I am convinced that the growth of
traffic in the area is much greater than
has been anticipated. It is much greater
than I anticipated; and, of course, now
that the metropolitan town plan has been
accepted, I hope the Government will give
this a No. 1 priority. There are a great
number of new buildings in the way of
houses, factories, etc., south of the river,
and even towards the eastern districts; and
unless an additional bridge is erected over
the rivet' In the very near future. I am
afraid we are going to revert to the posi-
tion of traffic on the Causeway as we knew
it before the Narrows Bridge was opened.
In my opinion the need for the additional
bridge is greater than the need for the
Mitchell Freeway. which appears to be re-
ceiving No. 1 priority at the Present time.

Some concern has been felt by
those people whose property will be affected
by the metropolitan region plan. It seems
that if there is a likelihood of their
properties being required in the reasonably
near future, they can apply and get some
kind of settlement from the Government
more or less at this stage. However, those
who find their Properties are not going to
be required for quite a number of years
are the ones who have the real concern.

I know there is one man who is a
butcher by trade. He was unable to con-
tinue to work on his own behalf and had
to go to work for wages for various rea-
sons. He finds he is unable either to let
or sell his property, because it is going to
be resumed. Therefore the shop has to
stand empty; and despite many appeals
to the Government and the respective
Ministers, this man finds he is left with
a property for which he is paying rates
and for which he can get no return, and
can expect no return.

Therefore I believe the position of these
people must be considered by the Govern-
ment. I know it would be a matter of
money as far as the Government is con-
cerned; but possibly, in the long run, it
would be more beneficial for it to resume
the properties now and make a settlement
rather than wait for inflated values, which
I am sure will be the position before many
more years have passed. Goodness knows
they are inflated enough now!

On that point I remember that the
Leader of the Opposition suggested the
Government should do something in regard
to the likely increase in prices following
the recent Federal basic wage decision,
and possibly the decision of the State
industrial court in regard to the claim
which it is currently considering. The
Premier seemed to pooh-pooh the idea,
and said there was nothing that could be
done. I would point out that in the
Australian Workers' Union paper of the
29th July this year is an article pointing
out that a Labor Government in Tas-
mania does propose to do something about
this. The article reads--

The Tasmanian Labor Government
will set up a board of inquiry into all
aspects of price rises in Tasmania
since the £1 basic wage rise in mid-
June.

Terms of reference of the Board
will be decided as soon as possible by
the State Cabinet.

The Premier Mr. E. E. Reece, said
the State Parliamentary Labor Party
meeting had unanimously agreed to
the establishment of the board.

He said members had expressed
alarm at the price increase trend
wvhich had followed the wage rise.

They had deplored the lack of
statutory power for the Government
to control profit margins.

And so it goes on, indicating that there
was very real concern at the attempt of
the manufacturers and retailers to
raise Prices purely on the excuse that there
had been a pound rise in the basic wage.

Now, as members of this House will
surely appreciate, the rise is not given on
what the cost of living is expected to be.
Unions have to go before the court
and give detailed and convincing evidence
to convince a panel of five judges that
the economy of the country can stand the
increase, and that the increase is war-
ranted. I do not think we can constantly
blame the trade unions for forcing up
prices. I think the attitude of manu-
facturers and retailers is wholly unreal
and that they are by no means playing
the game.

The awards that are made are, as
I said, made after consideration of much
evidence; and there is not the slightest
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justification, I would say, for many of the
increases that do occur following a rise in
the basic wage.

I mentioned that I was grateful to Mint-
isters for action that has been taken on
matters brought up during the Address-
in-Reply debate. I am thankful to the
Minister for Education for at last Pro-
ceeding with the long-overdue extensions
to the Kent Street Senior High School.
These, it appears, will be finished for the
start of the new school year, although at
one time it did not look as if they would
be ready until about the middle of1965. It is very pleasing this progress is
being made, and I am grateful to the
Minister.

I have a complaint in regard to the
extensions. The design about which I
sought the assurance of the Minister has
not been what we anticipated. It is wholly
out of keeping with the rest of the build-
ing and has no aesthetic appeal at all. In
fact, it looks like an annexe which, in
effect, of course, it is, although it is some-
thing better than the annexes to which we
have been accustomed over the years. This
is our only complaint; but at this stage,
with the building half constructed, there
is nothing that can be done to change the
design.

I would point out that I think some of
the private architects are having a field
day at the expense of the Government. I
do not know who Passes some of the de-
signs they put up, but we seem to be
getting__a hotchpotch of schools and other
Government buildings. I particularly call
to~ mind a very curious building that I saw
in Geraldton. It turned out to be the
new police station and police court. One
might have taken it for anything but a
police station and Police court.

Although I like most modern architec-
ture, some of the buildings that are being
foisted on the Government by private
architects give cause for concern.

There Is another matter in connection
with which I want to thank the Minister.
At last the Education Department has
agreed to provide six tennis courts for
the same Kent Street High School. It has
been a disgusting position there for years
it, regard to those children who wished
to play tennis as part of their school sports.
As I pointed out time and again, the Kent
Street High School was the only one that
had no tennis courts. Unfortunately, only
six courts are to be Provided; and it looks
as though they are going to be gold-
plated, because the six are estimated to
cost £6.600.

Nowhere have I been able to find the
cost of tennis courts approaching that
figure, which works out-as you have prob-
ably already worked it out, Mr. Speaker-
at £1,100 each. This seems particularly
high. Although I am not complaining
about it. I am wondering whether it was

the only tender received or whether it is
worth while having a second look at the
Position. If the Government has £6,600
to spend, perhaps it might be able to pro-
vide more tennis courts for the money.

Mr. W. Hegney: The net profits might be
high!1

Mr. DAVIES: In this regard I think the
Education Department has missed an op-
portunity of doubling the number of ten-
nis courts, by reason of the fact that the
school itself offered to Pay £3,300 If the
Government would match it on a pound
for pound basis in providing six addi-
tional courts. This would have given a
total of 12 courts in all.

The Education Department decided, for
reasons best known to Itself, that it w ould
not accept the offer on this occasion; and
it does make me wonder whether the de-
partment is very concerned with providi-
Ing a sufficient number of courts. Of
course, the provision of six courts means
that it will probably require them to be
in constant use for about three weeks to
enable every student in the school to have
a game. The number is wholly inade-
quate for the number of students who are
attending this school, and I think it was
very foolish of the department, and showed
very poor judgment on its part, not to
at least try to make some arrangements
for doubling the number of courts when
it could have received £3,300 as a gift
out of school funds.

I wish to express some concern over
industrial expansion in areas zoned for
housing. Victoria Park is, primarily, a
residential area. The Perth City Council
introduced a town plan in October, 1961,
and the plan that was submitted has been
fairly rigidly adhered to. As members
know, when town plans are brought into
operation, businesses that are already
established within newly zoned areas have
a non-conforming right. It appears that
some people who have this non-conforming
right are going beyond what is reasonable
in extending their businesses.

I have received a number of complaints
from residents who originally had small
businesses alongside them; but because the
owners enjoy this non-conforming right
they have gradually extended their busi-
nesses and have taken over more property,
or have completely filled up the properties
they already have, and they have become
quite a nuisance to nearby residents.

Apparently nothing at all can be done
so far as these people are concerned. I
think it is high time the Government
brought in some legislation to control
noise that can arise from many of the
smaller factories. The amount of noise
is not, of course, always related to the
size of a factory. Some of the smaller
ones make a darned sight more noise than
the larger ones. Apart from legislation
which is needed to control the noise and
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nuisance problem, there should be restric-
tions on the privileges that these manu-
f acturers enjoy under this non-conformning
right. in some instances It is getting be-
yond a joke.

Nearby residents have plenty to com-
plain about: but despite extensive inves-
tigations I have found that in most cases
the Perth City Council has not done any-
thing, or cannot do anything, to relieve
the nuisance aspect. I hope this matter
will receive some consideration.

One other matter I wish to raise in re-
gard to my electorate concerns the river
foreshore. I have been watching the
activities of the Swan River Conservation
Board with a great deal of interest; and,
indeed, I must congratulate the board on
the work it has done with the very limited
amount of finance that has been available.
The policy of keeping the board short of
money is a short-sighted one, because the
Swan River is already a great tourist at-
traction So far as the State is concerned;
and it will, I believe, develop-if there is
anything left of it when the reclamations
are finished-into a very fine recreation
area. Each year it is being used more
and more, particularly in regard to power
craft; water skiing; and, of course, yacht-
ing, which has always been a great
f avourite.

The work that the board has been able
to do has been limited, as I said, by its
funds. Nothing of any great consequence
has been done for the area from the Cause-
way to the railway station at Rivervale-
that Is, east of the Causeway. It is, I
think, a. great shame, because that area
provides a gateway to Perth from the air-
port. and a gateway for many other travel-
lers who come overland.

This is one area that could well be de-
veloped. In my opinion, it should be the
first area developed; not purely because
it is in Victoria Park, but for the reason
that it is an eyesore at present. Bull-
rushes which are growing there create a
nuisance to nearby residents. There does
not seem to be anything that can be done
regarding the seeds and down that blow
off them at certain times of the year. If
we are trying to make this a picture city,
then this is one area that requires some
attention.

I am pleased to say that after two years
the Government has at last done some-
thing about the land immediately at the
end of the Causeway. The land is to be
developed by the Perth City Council. The
council has been ready to go ahead for
the last two years, but it could do nothing
until the vesting order was completed.

I received advice from the Minister for
Lands by way of question and answer,
which is one way of getting Information
quickly when Parliament 1s sitting. r wrote

to the Minister some two months ago ask-
ing him what was the position, and I re-
eived no reply. I put a question on the
notice paper one day, and the next day
I received a reply.

Mr. Graham: Probably you put a quc-s-
tion on the notice paper rather than a
notice on the question paper.

Mr. DAVIES: I put a question on the
notice paper and I received a reply the
next day. I find that after two years to
to my knowledge, the Government is at last
vesting this area in the Perth City Coun-
cil; and I am sure that the council will
be able, with the plans that it has, to de-
velop the area and make it quite attractive.
But this is going to be quite useless if on
the South Perth side of the Causeway we
have McCallumn Park; in the middle, the
rest of the area developed by the Perth
City Council; and then on the eastern
side of the Causeway we are left with this
marsh and swamp which has been there
ever since I can remember, and ever since
I think most members can remember.

I suggest that part of this area should
be reserved for an athletic training track.
It was not until 12 months or so ago I
realised the difficulties many of our
athletes have in obtaining suitable grounds.
The Canning Districts Athletics Associa-
tion, which is doing some particularly
good work among youth south of the river,
came to me and pointed out that the
association simply could not get a suitable
place to train. The officials of that assoc-
-lation told me the Perth City Council
would let them have one end of Raphael
Park on occasions, but they were restricted
to fiat running. However, there are many
forms of athletics other than flat running,
and when I say "fiat running," I mean
they were restricted to training for dis-
tances of only 100 yards.

They wanted an area that would allow,
perhaps, for a. four-lap track which would
provide facilities for training for the mile.
They also wanted an area for discus throw-
ing, Javelin throwing, putting the shot,
high Jumping, hop-step-and-jurmp training,
broad jumping, and various other events,
At present there is no ground available to
them, because most grounds are taken up
by people training for football, cricket,
basketball, hockey, rugby, and other sports.
So I suggest there is a great need for an
athletic training field to provide facilities
for all of the events I have mentioned.

I am aware, of course, that there are
facilities at the Perry Lakes warm-up
track, but I do not know the conditions
Under which that track is available to
athletes. The Melville Athletic Club uses
Tompkins Park-I do not want that name
confused with the name of Mr. Tonkin-
but that club uses Tompkins Park ex-
clusively, and it is not available to anyone
else. Apparently the club has sufficient
members to make use of It at all times.
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Because of all these factors I think there
is a need for another athletic training
track, and I suggest that the area of the
river foreshore which I have just men-
tioned would be an ideal place to put it.
The area will be bounded by a limited
access road, and that I think will restrict
the number of people using it and will pro-
vide a measure of safety for the athletes
throwing the javelin. putting the shot,
throwing the hammer, and so on. I hope
when the area is being planned-and I
sincerely trust it will not be long before
that is done-provision will be made for
an athletic training area.

I should now like to refer to a speech
made in the House last week by the memn-
ber for Claremont. Last year I congratu-
lated that honourable member on the
speech he had made on the Address-in-
Reply debate. I thought it was a very
fine one, because he concisely put the posi-
tion as he had found it in regard to the
Police Force-the need for additional
police officers, the duties which they were
performing, and the general question of
police administration. However, I regret
to say I am unable to congratulate him on
this occasion, because his speech last
week was far below the standard of the
one he made last year.

I should now like to take issue with him
on one or two points. He seemed to be
proud of the fact that there were not as
many unemployed in the State as we had
claimed there were. Of course, unemploy-
mnent, varies from district to district, and
possibly in areas like my own and those
represented by the member for Swan, the
member for Belmont, and so on, we would
find more unemployed than we would
in suburbs like Nedlands, Dalkeith, Clare-
mont, and others that one could mention.

The honourable member said the per-
centage of unemployment in June of this
year was 1.5 per cent. I have the advan-
tage of being able to quote later figures
and would point out to him that during
the past month the level of unemploy-
mnent has risen, and once again the per-
centage of the total work force unemployed
in Western Australia is greater than in
any other mainland Australian State.

The Australian average is 1 per cent.,
while the Western Australian average is
1.8 per cent. Comparing the figures of the
percentage of work force unemployed, we
find that compared with this time last
year the Australian average has been re-
duced by .8 per cent., but it has been pos-
sible to reduce the Western Australian
average by only .5 per cent. While we
continue to have the highest percentage
of unemployed of any mainland State, I
will be far from satisfied, and I will get
little satisfaction from the fact that the
total percentage now is less than it was
some five to eight years ago. Until we
can reduce our figure at least to that of
the Australian average, I do not think we
have any reason for complacency.

The honourable member suggested that
the figures quoted by the Department of
Labour and National Service could be in-
accurate, and also could be inflated. I
suggest Just the opposite would be the
position. I have checked with the depart-
ment, and I am sure the member for
Claremont made his statements without
doing any research into the question. I
find there is little likelihood of unemployed
men being registered at more than one
office. I have also found that the numbers
quoted as receiving unemployment benefits
are always less than the actual number of
unemployed, and that possibly there are
many unemployed people who have not
registered or will not register with the
Commonwealth Employment Service. I
have come up against this fact time and
time again.

Some people are too proud to receive
social service benefits, while others have
not sufficient nous to go along and see
what the Commonwealth can do for them.
I think the honourable member cast a re-
flection on the accuracy of the figures pre-
sented from each State to the Federal
Minister, and which are reported on the
15th of each month. In my view the
department's figures are as accurate as
they can possibly be, and I repeat that
while our percentage of unemployed is
greater than the Australian average, I find
little to be complacent about.

Further on in his speech the honourable
member took exception to the fact that
there had been some suggestions that the
Government was a litle distant from the
workers-the trade unionists--in the com-
munity. I believe he took exception to
the term "ivory tower." When he started
off on this tack I thought that at last we
had a member who was crusading for a
higher standard of debate in this House:
that he was going to make a plea, to stop
name-calling, slinging off, and the inter-
jections that are made from time to time.
But I regret to say that the honourable
member finished up giving me the impres-
sion of being rather petulant about the
whole matter.

He seemed to be a little thin-skinned
that any member should suggest that Gov-
errunent members were other than rubbing
shoulders with the workers day by day.
During the heat of the debate he pro-
ceeded to do a little name-calling him-
self; and, all in all, my expectations were
not fulfilled, because no attempt was
made to raise the standard of de-
bate. I took particular exception to the
charges he made in regard to the way the
debate on the Industrial Arbitration Act
Amendment Bill was handled last session.
He suggested that the trade unions brought
people up here against their will to stack
the galleries and to stage a demonstration.
However, I point out that on at least one
afternoon the gallery was filled with well-
dressed women who were obviously present
to keep trade unionists out.
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Dr. Henn: There were only about half
.dozen there.

Mr. DAVIES: I sem to recall more than
half a dozen being present. I certainly
recall that they tried to keep trade union-
ists out. If there were only half a dozen
such supporters present in the gallery, it
shows what little support the Government
was able to obtain.

Mr. Nalder: The trade unionists would
be gentlemen and would allow the ladies
to have the seats.

Mr. DAVIES: I thoroughly agree with
the Minister on that. Tade unionists, of
-course, would always be gentlemen in al-
lowing the ladies to have the seats; but
the fact remains that someone showed the
ladies into the gallery the back way and
they were able to get seated before the
trade unionists. They received preferential
treatment.

Let us not continue having charges of
stacking the galleries levelled at us, be-
cause it is all a question of playing politics,
and we have only to tell the people what
the Government Proposed and what it
eventually did and we would have no
trouble. They would flock here in their
thousands.

Mr. Brand: Paddy Troy is able to get
them to come along.

Mr. DAVIES: Other than having seen
him on two or three occasions, I hardly
know Paddy Troy. However, this is the
type of interjection I thought the member
for Clarement was going to ask us to stop
making. It is not smart. It is the method
that is used to try to blacken the name of
the party-by suggesting we are "Corns"
and that we are not nice people to know.
However, the honourable member does not
like us to say that he lives in an ivory
tower. If name calling is going to continue,
let us not be petulant about it. If we do
not want to improve the standard of debate
and discussions that go on In this House,
and desire to continue name calling, let us
keep to this policy, and let the Premier
show us the way as he has just done.

I am sorry the Premier had to repeat
his interjection: but quite often, on re-
ceiving our Harnsard proofs we find inter-
jections recorded which we have not heard.
Might I appeal to you, Mr. Speaker, to
ask Ministers to make their interjections
in a loud voice so that we can hear them
and be in a position to answer them, in-
stead of seeing them recorded in Hansard
and being deprived of the opportunity of
being able to answer them. I make that
plea in the hope that it will be answered.

The SPEIAKER (Mr. Hearman): It is a
most irregular suggestion.

Mr. Graham: You Yourself are interject-
ing at this moment.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Heannan): There
was another interjection made this week
that we did not get.

Mr. DAVIES: Another?
The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearinan):* Yes: it

Camne from that side of the House.
Mr. DAVIES: Once again, then, if there

were such an interjection made, we did
not hear what was said. It indicates that
Hansard is favouring members on the Gov-
erniment side of the House.

Mr. Bovell: Anyway, we do not wish to
incur the wrath of the Speaker.

Mr. DAVIES: Of course, the trade union-
ists would not have come here if the Gov-
ernment had done the decent thing and
had given us some knowledge of what was
proposed in regard to the operation of the
amendment to the Industrial Arbitration
Act. I am sure the Government would have
got a better reception for its Bill if it had
taken the parties concerned into its con-
fidence and discussed the proposition be-
forehand. If that had been done all the
disturbance that occurred would probably
have been avoided. Instead of that, the
matter was kept secret. At the time, I was
standing behind the Speakers' dias and
one of the Clerks brought in two bundles
of papers. There were two Government
members standing alongside me and they
said, "There goes the time bomb," so ap-
parently they knew at that stage the
trouble it was going to cause. The matter
was very badly handled by the Govern-
ment and it deserved all it got. In fact,
it was very fortunate it did not get a lot
more.

Mr. Fletcher: The Government brought
the trade unionists here because of the
Bill it introduced.

Mr. DAVIES: I now refer to a piece
of most distasteful implied slander which
was contained in the speech made by the
member for Claremont, and which refer-
red to a supposed incident or incidents
in the car park at the time of the disturb-
ance that occurred over the Industrial
Arbitration Act Amendment Bill last ses-
sion. Such a statement does not become
any member of Parliament, and I could
not let it pass without saying that I de-
plore it. The same member has the
effrontery to say that the Australian Labor
Party should Put its house in order. He
knows full well that, so far as Govern-
ment members are concerned, the Labor
Party will never have its house in order.
That is why I am a member of the Aus-
tralian Labor Party. I cannot think of
anything less exciting than to be a member
of the Liberal Party.

The Australian Labor Party Is a party
of reform. It always has been. Australia
would not have reached the stage it has
if it had not been for the Australian Labor
Party. Since 1920 the constitution, the
platform, and the decisions of the Austra-
lian Labor Party have not changed one
iota. The Commonwealth and State con-
ferences of the Australian Labor Party
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have the same set-up, and our system is
more democratic than that of the Liberal
Party. One can go to the Trades Hall
and buy for a very nominal sum a copy
of a booklet containing everything the 36
faceless men in Canberra said. But tell
mue where I can get a copy of the report
of the last conference of the Liberal Party!

Mr. Brand: The only man who was able
to get a copy of the report of what was
said by the 36 faceless men was the Federal
Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. DAVIES: I told the Premier where
he can get a copy of that report, on pay-
ment of l0s. 6d.

Mr. Brand:, I have only heard the hard,
cold f acts.

Mr. DAVIES: As I said, because we
are a party of reform; because we are
trying to progress, trying to show the way,
and trying to upset conservatism, we re-
present the worst features of political life
in Australia! Our constitution has never
changed. Let us hear again the old cry that
we are all Socialits: that all the people
of Australia are going to be controlled;
that there is going to be free love; and
other such phrases. Our constitution has
been the same since 1920. The Premier,
his Ministers, and everyone else knows
that it is impossible to socialise anything
in Australia under the present Consitutlon.
You know that, Mr. Speaker. You know
full well the red herrings that are drawn
across the trail time and time again in an
effort to delude the public.

Mr. Brand: Do you say that Socialism
is not in your platform?

Mr. DAVIES: We intend to bring it
about by democratic means. It has been
in our platform since 1920, but it cannot
be brought about unless we change the
Commonwealth Constitution by way of
referendum.

Mr. Brand: Yes; that is correct.
Mr. DAVIES: Why do the Premier

and other supporters of his party try to
fool the people with such stories? They are
able to do it because they have every
means of communication at their disposal.

Mr. Brand: You still have it as part
of your platform. What is wrong with
saying that?

Mr. DAVIES: When the people are con-
vinced it is for their ultimate good it will
be put into effect.

Mr. Brand: What is wrong with say-
ing it is part of your platform to socialise?

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
The member for Victoria Park will con-
tinue.

Mr. DAVIES: I wvish I could read a copy
of our platform and have it Incorporated
In Hansard.

Mr. Graham: Like you socialised the
Midland Railway Company!

Mr. DAVIES: Yes; let us talk about the
socialising of the Midland Railway Com-
Panty. But, more importantly, let us talk
about the drifting apart of the Liberal Party
and the Country Party. They are still
drifting apart. There is a new newspaper,
The Australian and at last we are getting
a different slant on the Australian news.
The edition I refer to is dated the 11th
August, 1984. and is headed, "Liberal and
Country Parties still drifting apart."

Mr. Graham: There have been a couple
of drifts since then.

Mr. Brand: Let us read Mr. Whitlarn's
report after the Federal election.

Mr. DAVIES: At least we are getting a
refreshing slant on some of the news.
Things are not what they should be in
Queensland, where the Liberal and Country
parties look like running separate Senate
teams for the first time in history. We
remember the position in the Federal Par-
liament regarding the redistribution of
boundaries, and we know the position in
regard to Western Australia.

Mr. Brand: After that difficulty they
went back with an ever-increasing
majority.

Mr. DAVIES: Who did?
Mr. Brand: The Federal coalition Gov-

ernment.
Mr. DAVIES: Not in Western Australia.
Mr. Graham: One or two Liberals bit

the dust, too.
Mr. DAVIES: I do not seem to be getting

very far; but I would like members to hear
this. It is from The Australian newspaper
dated the 24th August, 1964, and is headed,
"Country Party will try again with new
social services plan," and reads as fol-
lows:-

The Victorian Country Party is plan-
ning a fresh approach to the Federal
Government with proposals for
greatly expanded social services which
include abolition of the means test
for old-age pensions.

However, the plan would raise the
pension qualifying age to 70 for males
and 65 for females. It is not 65 for
both.

Put Before
Other points include free dental

treatment for children, rebates simi-
lar to those medical treatment
for adult dental patients, inclu-
sion of technical services such as
physiotherapy and radiology in the
medical benefits scheme, and f ree
treatment at public hospitals.

The proposals were first put to the
Federal Government about a year ago,
following their adoption by the
Country Party's Victorian conference.

This is very interesting; and I can see the
Leader of the Country Party in this House
looking most interested in the matter.
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Mr. Graham: Pricking up his Alsatian
ears.

Mr. Nalder: At least he is not growling.
Mr. DAVIES: I am sure this is the kind

of thins that is going to spread, and
eventually we will find some of the Country
Party members coming across our way.
This shows there is real hope for the Labor
Party.

Mr. Brand: Wishful thinking.
Mr. DAVIES: As the article indicates, the

other points include free dental treatment
for children, rebates for medical treat-
ment, and abolition of the means test.
Perhaps they feel that this kind of com-
promise is the only means of survival they
know. The parties appreciate the fact that
the allocation of preferences by the Aus-
tralian Labor Party can in many cases de-
cide who the member shall be-whether
he shall be a Country Party member or a
Liberal Party member.

Mr. Jamieson: Poor old Neil McNeill!
Mr. Brand: Poor old Vie Johnson!
Mr. Graham: Poor old Halbert!
Mr. DAVIES: I am sure we can find a

lot in common with the Country Party*, and
if its members took time to read our pol-
icy on agriculture they would find a lot in
it to give them hope. I would now like to
say a few words on decimal currency.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): The
honourable member has five minutes left.

Mr. DAVIES: So it will be a very few
words. I have been amazed in the three
years that I have been in this House that
the debates should have been confined to
narrow issues. I have never heard any
debate, or any discussion, on defence, for
instance. This matter seems to be left
wholly and solely to the Federal House,
which appears to be making quite a botch
of it. I think we should occassionally ex-
press ourselves on what we think of the
defence that has been devised for West-
ern Australia. I have always been im-
pressed and have swallowed the propa-
ganda on how mobile Australia's defences
are. I recollect quite vividly that some
troops were going to be shifted from
Pearce recently by a Hercules trans-port.
Hut this was found to have a faulty Part.
and the troops who were to be shifted in
a hurry were left at Pearce for two days.
So much for the mobility of our forces!

Mr. Dunn: What has this to do with
decimal currency?

Mr. DAVIES: There are some issues
which I think we should discuss, and on
which we should express an opinion. One
of these is defence. There are times when
we should at least make our voice heard in
the Federal House.

Now, to please the member for Darling
Range, I will say a few words about deci-
mal currency. I amr in favour of the

word "dollar," and I do not dislike the de-
signs that have now been presented to us.
I do not think there Is any harm in letting
this become known.

I did ask the Premier whether represen-
tations had been made to have a peculiar-
ly Western Australian motif incorporated
in any of the designs. He repied they
had not, but he would make representa-
tions; and, as you are aware, Mr. Speaker,
he told me tonight that the designs had
now been finalized, and it was too late to
take action for Western Australia to be
included.

It is hardly likely that any State will
have any particular Preference. To the
best of my knowledge the designs that
have been chosen are representative of
Australia as a whole; and this, of course,
is as it should be. I do not think the de-
sign matters very much as long as we
have enough of the currency. That seems
to be the main problem. Most of the
patterns that have been shown to us are
quite reasonable, and I do not think anyone
can deny that they are at least wholly
Australian.

Mr. Graham: Half of them would not
be recognised by Australians.

Mr. DAVIES: I am sorry that I have
never seen a flying mouse, a frilled lizard,
or an echidn a-members will see that I
cannot even pronounce the last name!

Mr. Graham: We will make you the
Governor!

Mr. DAVIES: Some of the designs could
Possibly frighten children- hult once they
get used to them, I think they will be
wholly acceptable, and I am in favour of
them: I think our money, should bear an
essentially Australian motif. I regret to
say that my time has expired. There is
only one further point I wish to make,
and that refers to the report on the
standardisation and packaging of goods:
but as that runs into some 2,200 pages I
regret I will have to leave it to another
occasion. I support the motion.

MR. RHATIGAN (Kimnberley) [10.11
P.m.]: I support the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in- Reply. I notice
that in the speech delivered by His Excel-
lency there was reference to the East
Kimberley and the Halls Creek areas ex-
periencing a severe drought. Nothing
truer has been said.

Halls Creek is in the East Kimberley.
The West Kimberley area is also experi-
encirng a very severe drought. In my long
experience of the north I have never seen
the countryside in as bad a state as it is
in now. This year I travelled overland
and visited various stations on the way,
and it was pitiful to see the condition of
the cattle, as they stood around with no
grass within miles. No doubt the losses will
be extremely great before the normal rains
fall in November and December.
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I would like the Government to give all
possible assistance to the pastoralists who
are suffering from this extreme drought.
Each station should be dealt with on its
merits, and assistance similar to that given
to farmers In the southern portion of the
State, when they are affected by floods
or drought, should be given on this occa-
sion.

I visited a number of stations on my
trip, during which I found portion of Go-
go Station to be affected, and the whale
of Fossil Downs to be affected. The latter
is in a very bad state. This is a very im-
portant station to the north, as it is one
which raises Stud herds, and which
supplies stud bulls all over Australia.
Some of these are sent to South Australia.
This station supplies stud bulls to the
Kimberley area, and elsewhere. I do not
think anyone has seen that station in as
bad a condition as it is now.

I also found that portion of Brooking
Springs Station was affected; as were
Margaret River Station, Ruby Plains Sta-
tion, Lansdowne Station, Springvale Sta-
tion, Bow River Station, and Alice Downs
Station. I bad the opportunity to visit
these stations in May of this year. At that
time deaths were occurring amongst the
cattle, and no doubt they are occurring in
greater numbers now, and will continue in
increasing numbers until the relief rains
f all.

Other stations over which I flew by
plane are also in bad condition, and
they include Gordon Downs, Flora Valley,
Nicholson, Ord River, and others. The
rains in the Kimberley region fell mainly
on the coastal area, and did not extend to
mare than 80 to 90 miles inland. Whilst
a few stations experienced isolated storms,
the rains were not the usual general rains
which fall in the normal wet season. I
would ask the Government to do everything
possible to assist these stations, and to
treat each on its individual needs. I do
not propose that a blanket form of assist-
ance should be given. An inspector could
be sent to assess the condition of each
station.

I cannot agree with the statement of
Professor Davidson and his colleague, in
which they condemned Kununurra. I
think Professor Davidson adopted a de-
featist attitude. If we were to give effect
to his views there would in all probability
be no State of Western Australia, and we
would all be confined to Victoria or New
South Wales. However, the Premier has
replied adequately through the Press to
that statement, and I shall not go into
It in detail. My colleague in another
place has covered the Position of Kunun-
urra adequately, and I suggest members
should read the very good report which he
gave and which appears in Hansard.

I want to pay a tribute to the pioneer
farmers in the Kununurra area. They
have sunk their earnings and savings into
their projects, and they have settled there

with their families. Naturally in the de-
velopment of an area such as that, teeth-
ing pains are found. Statements like
that of Professor Davidson, which appear
In large headlines such as, "Bleak Future
for Ord-Economists", are not helpful in
developing and populating the north. The
Federal Members' Committee has supported
the Ord River scheme, and that is indeed
heartening.

I agree with one article which appears
in The Northern Times of the 11th June
and which states-

Cotton Could Revolutionise Kimberley
Cattle Industry

"Improvement in the cattle industry
of the Kimberleys region of Western
Australia Is hampered by poor nutrition
which can be largely overcame by
feeding cottonseed meal as a supple-
ment," said Mr. J. Autty, at the
Veterinary Conference in Alice Springs
recently.

This Person spent some years in the re-
search station, and is in a position to give
sound advice on this subject. To my way
of thinking the cattle industry will always
be the backbone of the north, irrespective
of other development. Farming and
cattle-raising can be combined, if we can
get the farmers and pastoralists together
on a closer footing.

I had the privilege during my last tour
of the Kimberleys of spending a day and
night at EI-Questro; this is a scheme
started by Mr. Morris Marshall, an ex-
farmer from Katanning, and Mr. Torrance
TvacMicking, a cattleman in the Kim-
berleys, and one of the best of his kind.
I spent the night at EI-Questro in the com-
pany of the Administrator of the North-
West. We were both very impressed with
what we saw. These People are certainly
deserving of every assistance that the Gov-
ernment can give.

The following article by Chris. Griffith
appeared in The West Australian of the
14th May, 1964-

One of the owners, Torrance Mac-
Micking (36), is an ex-drover of the
old school, a true cattleman as rugged
as the hills across the way.

The other, Morris Marshall (40), an
ex-farmer from Katanning, has a suc-
cessful background of tilling the soil.

They teamed up a year ago, after
two Years' bargaining before taking
the plunge--a rare combination, con-
sidering the huge gulf that always
exists between the true stockman and
the farmer.

They plan to muster store cattle
from the station for fattening on those
Irrigated pastures.
Hay To Spare

Also, they have already grown hay
for sale to the drought areas a few
miles to the south, at £20 a ton, and
will continue to do this. It is used to
feed station horses.
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Another man in the team. Charlie
Onice, has started an irrigated market
garden, to supply fresh vegetables to
Wyndham. The subsidy alone on
fresh vegetables flown from the south
into the North-West last year totalled
more than £30,000. so he has a wide
open field to tackle here.

This chap has a beautiful garden and is
supplying quite a lot of Perishables to
Wyndham. This is something that the
Government should have a look at with a
view to assisting him wherever pos-
sible and so save the air freight subsidy on
perishables. Further on the article says--

"During the Wet we would use
natural pastures, without irrigation, of
course.

"We also reckon on two tons of hay
an acre under these conditions, from
the same area being grazed-an extra
£40 an acre."

There were other problems. The
Government banks, for instance, had
proved slow to lend money, despite
the solid personal finance already in-
vested, despite all the talk about Gov-
ernment support for the North.

If any people are deserving of assistance
it is these people, and I trust the Minister
for the North-West, and the Treasurer
will do all that Is possible to render this
assistance.

During the time I was at EI-Questro,
Mr. Lilley, the owner of Bow River Station,
called in with his truck and trailer and
loaded them up with as much hay as he
could get on in order to feed his stock
and horses some 130 miles further south.
This article concludes by saying-

Success at EI-Questro could point
the way to an integrated beef cattle
and farming industry in the pastoral
North.

So these people are, no doubt, out to prove
something can be done; and I feel they
will be successful. The type of stuff they
are producing, which is proving very satis-
factory in the hay, is a phaser bean; and
they are now getting two tons to the acre
and doing a worth-while job. I have an
article written by Frank Devine, which is
very outspoken and, to my way of think-
ing, very true. It was Published in The
West Australian of the 6th April, 1964.*Here again I will not weary the House by
reading the whole of the article, but will
confine myself to the interesting Points
which are as follows:-

At the Ord River agricultural depot,
more than 100 miles east of Kunu-
nurra, a small group of young men
from the West Australian Department
of Agriculture is attempting to re-
generate 1.100 square miles of some of
the most grievously maltreated grazing
country in the Australian North,

Theirs is a daunting task.

You gaze into a ravine perhaps 15
feet deep and several hundred yards,
long and hear, in wonder, Alan Payne
(24) acting director of the regenera-
tion scheme, speculate that this yawn-
ing gash in the tortured land may
have begun simply as a cattle pad,
gradually ripped open by the rains as
they Poured across a plain denuded
of grass and trees.

I was told by Kevin Fitzgerald, the
Agriculture Department's adviser for
the Kimberleys, that this 1,100 square
miles of Turner, Ord River and Mis-
take Creek stations is the worst, but
by no means atypical, of vast areas
of the Kimberley cattle country.

One's first reaction is that this land
is finished. But it takes only a drive
along a fence dividing the ruined
wasteland and country the Agriculture
Department has been working on
these past five years to force a change
of view.

The W.A. Government will spend
more than £300,000 on this regenera-
tion project, contour-ploughing, seed-
ing and fertilising and erecting about
430 miles of fences.

As mentioned in the rather extra-
ordinary agreement the Department
of Agriculture signed with Vesteys:

"BY these means the State hopes to
demonstrate to pastoralists generally
and others, improved methods of
pasture rehabilitation and similar
economies in carrying on of pastoral
and grazing properties under similar
conditions."

Unless this demonstration succeeds,
and its message is fully understood by
Kimberley cattle-raising people, all
the beef roads and new jetties that
have roused hopes of development
through an expanded beef industry in
coastal towns like Wyndham, Derby
and Broome, seem rather meaningless
in the long run.

Of the total estimated expenditure
of £375,000 for the regeneration pro-
gramme, the owners of Turner, Ord
River and Mistake Creek stations are
required to contribute £60,000.

This must rank as one of the greatest
bargains in the history of cattle
raising.

It certainly is. That is one of the reasons
why I ask for assistance for the people on
EI-Questro, who are starting in a small
way, particularly when the Government
can see its way clear to assist companies
like Vestey Bros. to this extent. Continuing
with the article-

Not only is the State Government
building 430 miles of fences; it has
also agreed in writing to maintain
them until full grazing rights are
restored to the leaseholders.
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The Government has promised to
double the present carrying capacity
of the land by its regeneration opera-
tion. If the restored land is not
capable of carrying an animal to 20
acres at the end of the revival efforts,
the leaseholders are to be Proportion-
ately reimbursed with part of the
£60,000 they paid towards the cast of
the project.

A clause in the contract specifies
that the leaseholders are to get more
of their £60,000 back (one-third of
the amount spent on fencing and half
the amount spent on pasture regenera-
tion) if their leases are not renewed
when they expire in 1982.

Of course we know the Government ex-
tended those pastoral leases to 2015. The
article continues-

For their Part, the station owners
are required to move their cattle off
paddocks being ploughed and sown
and to keep them off until the word
is given by the department. However.
cattle being readily visible objects, it
is quite apparent that till now this
condition has had indifferent com-
pliance.

Mr. Fitzgerald believes that the
marked success of the regeneration
programmie, even at its half-way mark,
has impressed Kimberley pastoralists.
He also feels that it is occurring at a
time when cattlemen, through an im-
provement in economic circumstances.
are more receptive to ideas for de-
veloping rather than exploiting the
land.

Mr. Payne, Mr. Fitzgerald's deputy
at the Ord River depot, struck me as
rather less sanguine.

"A few nights ago at one of the sta-
tions I met a couple of Young cattle-
men from Hawaii," he told me. "They
were frankly thunderstruck by what
they had seen during their visit to the
Kimberleys. One of them said to me:
'In the United States we think of the
land as the gold, and any stock we
run on it as secondary. Here it seems
to be the opposite. The cattle are the
gold, and the land is nothing."'

So we see that a firm which has plundered
this land has received a very good deal
from the Government in that agreement.
I have no doubt Mr. Devine's article would
be factual. It has not been contradicted,
anyway, by any Minister of the Govern-
ment. There again It is a case of the Gov-
errnent helping the big man, and I trust
it will also help the small man who is try-
ing to do something for the Kimberleys.

On the 5th August I asked the Minister
for the North-West some questions con-
cerning the residence at Derby of the Ad-
ministrator for the North-West. One of
these questions was-

Is it not considered the amount Of
£20,998 a fabulous sum to spend on a
building to house the administrator?

The Minister's reply was "No." I myself
think it is rather high. I agree the ad-
ministrator is entitled to an adequate resi-
dence, but I think almost £21,000 is a
little high. I have no doubt that Mr. Mc-
Guigan might feel a little embarrassed
himself. I went through the magistrate's
house in Broome, which was recently con-
structed at a cost, I understand, of £15,000.
That is certainly a very nice residence,
and one of that type would be quite ade-
quate for the administrator. The other
£6,000 could easily have been Put to bet-
ter advantage in the provision of quarters,
particularly for single people, in Broome,
Wyndham, and Derby.

The accommodation problem is acute for
school teachers, Policemen, and post offce
employees, although the last-mentioned
are the responsibility of the Common-
wealth Government financially. The Min-
ister for the North-West, I understand,
received a deputation in Wyndham on the
12th August, and the question was put to
him regarding the Provision of houses, par-
ticularly for school teachers. The Minis-
ter stated that the Government was aware
of the acuteness of the situation in Wynd-
ham and it was prepared to finance a hos-
tel on the condition that some local re-
sponsible body should run it. I would like
to ask the Minister whether he has done
anything about that and would like him
to give me the information when he is
replying to this debate.

The member for Boulder-Eyre put the
case regarding school teachers very well
tonight, but the Premier's interjections
were definitely out of order. Believe me,
school teachers are definitely finding it
hard to find accommodation in my elec-
torate. It is not Possible for anyone but
families to be accommodated in State
rental homes. There is no privacy for an
outsider to reside with the family. I asked
the Minister for Housing a question yes-
terday, and the answer was a very evasive
one. The question was-

(1) Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to build State rental homes
in the town of Kununurra?

(2) If so, how many?
(3) If not, what is the reason for the

Housing Commission not building
homes at Kununurra?

The Minister replied-
(1) to (3) To date, the Government

has considered housing as being
part of the overall project at
Kununurra, and has met all urg-
ent and essential needs by build-
ing 62 rental homes and having
a further 20 under construction.
Regular reviews are made of de-
mands for all classes of accom-
modation at Kununurra.

These houses are built specifically for
Government employees or farmers. The
State Housing Commission has not built
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one State rental home at Icununurra, and
the answer I received is most evasive. I
know the State Housing Commission has
applications from those requiring State
rental homes in Kununurra, so the Minis-
ter has merely evaded the question.

Another angle concerns the Premier, who
is a great enthusiast regarding tourism.

Mr. Brand: Nothing wrong with that, I
hope.

Mr. RHATIGAN: I quite agree with
him; but unless he provides adequate ac-
commodation for the tourists he will de-
feat his purpose. The tourists will go
away and say, "What is the good of our
taking a tour? We cannot get into hotels.
and when we can, they are not always up
to standard."

I was at Broome when a bus load of
tourists was expected and the shire clerk
bad to race around the place endeavour-
ing to billet them out. Until the accom-
modation is available the Premier's pur-
pose, admirable though it is, will be de-
feated; because these tourists will spread
the yarn around that there is nowhere to
stay.

Mr. Brand: Don't you think the pat-
ronage of the north by the tourists will
bring that accommodation? Rome was
not built in a day.

Mr. RHATIGAN: It is not bringing it
very fast. I think the Government should
establish a scheme to finance someone to
Provide this accommodation, or the Gov-
ernment should provide it and lease it.
That applies also to single accommoda-
tion. This problem must be faced if we
want to populate the north.

Mr. Brand: Does not the licensee of the
Continental Hotel intend to extend his
hotel?

Mr. RHArIGAN: When I was in Broome
I was given to understand that he had ap-
proached the Treasurer regarding finance.
I do not know if he was successful.

Those are the few items I desired to
bring to the notice of the Ministers at this
stage, and I will leave the other subjects
until the Estimates are being dealt with
or other opportunities arise.

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Premier)
[10.40 pm.]: It is not my Intention to re-
ply fully to the debate, except to acknow-
ledge that there has been in the main a.
reasonable coverage of most subjects. By
and large, having regard for the average,
the level of the debate has been good. It
was indeed pleasing to hear a number of
members getting away from the parish-
pump type of speech, although it is ap-
preciated that this is the opportunity for
a private member to put forward his ideas
on what should be done to improve the
situation in his electorate and, at the
same time, to either criticise or support
the activities of the Government.

I think the House was very interested in
the reports made by members on their
overseas visits: all indicated that the
world as a whole Is getting closer. Greater
emphasis was placed on visits to Asia, in-
dicating that we are becoming mare aware
and more conscious of our important posi-
tion in this age and region.

Whilst a lot has been said and written
outside this House. it has been pleasing in-
deed to hear members raise their paints of
view and report on what is happening in
such important countries as Malaysia. I
consider that Malaysia is one of the most
Important countries to Australia, and more
particularly to Western Australia; simply
because it is four and a half hours away
by plane and four and a half days away
by ship. It was gratifying to see party
politics being put aside by some members
and the debates coming out on an interna-
tional level. I think this gives encour-
agement to Governments, whatever their
political colour, to enter this field more
vigorously, because they have the moral
backing of this House so far as the State
is concerned.

Whilst I am on my feet I would like to
say that whatever has been done by way
of missions and efforts to promote trade,
and better relationship and under-
standing with Asian countries, we have
only just scratched the surface. There Is
room for further effort by private industry
and by Governments, in whatever form is
available to them, to bring about better
understanding and to grasp the wonderful
Opportunities that exist-the opportunities
of trade, which at the present time might
not be altogether favourable from an eco-
nomic point of view. It will be no use later
on bemoaning the fact that other coun-
tries have established bridgeheads in re-
gard to certain trade when we are so
close, so handy, and so fortunate, and we
have let the opportunities pass. What-
ever our party polities, and from whatever
side we might come, there is a golden
opportunity for the building up of better
understanding; and we must certainly take
advantage of the trade opportunities that
exist.

It will not be one-sided development
either. I believe it may be that goods can
be produced in Malaysia and in other
Asian countries more economically than
they can be produced in Australia; and,
for our part, we can produce goods that
can compete with goods on the Asian
market, with goods from other countries,
and, indeed, with our own products.

I also believe that, as industrial expan-
sion-secondary and primary-takes place
in these countries we should have our ex-
perts there; that we should do the servic-
ing; that we should establish communi-
cation with these people through their
various organisations, so that when equip-
ment or advice Is required they will look
to Australia; and, for our part, look to
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Western Australia. We have a great op-
portunity to help service these countries
to the mutual benefit of all concerned.

Numerous points have been raised,
all touching on the old familiar annual
subjects such as housing, education,
medical, hospitals, roads, water supplies,
drainage, and so on. There has been
comment on the economy, employment,
and the like. But, in the course of the
debate on the Estimates, both General
Revenue and Loan, everybody will have an
opportunity of discussing subject by sub-
ject each of those matters. Therefore I
have little to add, apart from saying that
it is the intention of the Government to
bring down its Estimates as early as pos-
sible. In fact, it could be that the Loan
Estimates will be introduced shortly.
It is not usual for the Government to
introduce the Loan Estimates first, but it
does not seem to me to matter a great
deal.

Mr. Davies: Didn't you introduce the
the Loan Estimates first last year?

Mr. BRAND: Yes; I may have done. I
may have introduced the Loan Estimates
earlier than the General Estimates. How-
ever I am informing the House that the
Loan Estimates are almost ready and I
hope to have them introduced shortly;
and I am indicating that so far as the
State of Western Australia is concerned
we have an excellent loan programme to
put forward. We will be able to announce
expansion in practically every department
of the Administration.

I was interested in those speeches which
made reference to some alteration of
Standing Orders. I think that privately
each and every one of us feels that the
time has come for a review of Standing
Orders. Whilst in opposition, members
are not so inclined to have a limitation
placed on speeches or a limitation placed
on the times of sessions and periods of
sessions; but by and large I think private
members realise that the time has come
for some review.

A suggestion has been put forward
by the Opposition-and it has also been
expressed through the Press-that we
ought to have two sessions throughout the
year. Now, no Government-and this was
a thought expressed by the Leader of the
Opposition when he was standing in this
place-likes to meet the House or Parlia-
menit any longer than it really has to or
any more often than it has to. But it
would seem to me that if there is any
attraction about two sessions in a year,
then inevitably we will have to amend
Standing Orders to place a restriction on
the time of speeches, and the Government
or the House itself will have to place some
limitation on the period over which certain
debates can take place.

I think there is a lead to be found in
the Commonwealth Standing Orders and,
indeed, in those of some of the other

States. However, I do want to emphasise
that the Government does not intend to-
take any action about two sessions before
the next election, and it will be for the
incoming Government to make some de-
cision on this matter if it sees fit.

Mr. Graham: If we are the Government
we definitely will.

Mr. BRAND: The honourable member
has indicated that. I do not propose to
give any indication at the present time.

Mr. Graham: You will be trailing along
behind us some time later, as in so many
things.

Mr. BRAND: As on so many occasions,
the member for Balcatta is so full of hope.
I do not blame him for that. If the Op-
position has not got hope, it has not got
anything.

Mr. Graham: That is so. Fair enough!
Mr. B3RAND: I would like to say that

prior to the last election something of the
same kind was said at about this time.
We did not have anything to say, but we
are still here.

Mr. Graham: I wasn't hazarding a guess
as to who would get in. I said that if we
are the Government we will do it.

Mr. BRAND: I thought the honourable
member said something about us tagging
behind. Perhaps the honourable member
spoke too softly for Hansard to hear it.

Mr. Graham: I will speak a little louder
if the Acting Speaker (Mr. Crommelin)
will allow me.

Mr. BRAND: I was very interested in
what the member for Victoria Park said
about Socialism this evening in relation
to the policy of his own party. He said
it in a very goodnatured way, and it
seemed to me that he was trying to deny
that Socialism was a main point in the
platform of his party. What he seemed
to be saying was, "We are Socialists, but
we do not intend to be socialistic for a
long time." But, as members know, there
is that plank in the Labor Party's plat-
form. It has been altered a little bit but
it is still there.

Mr. Bickerton: At least we have a
plank.

Mr. BRAND: I know; and the Labor
Party would like to pull it out. We have
a plank and we have implemented it. In
any case, the honourable member is in
the wrong seat. He should get over into
his own seat.

Mr-. Tonkin: You believe in a little
Socialism, you know.

Mr. BRAND: I know-the Midland
Railway Company.

Mr. Tonkin: Yes; what about the Mid-
land Railway Company?

Mr. Graham: And you socialised the
bookmakers, too.
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Mr. BRAND: Yes; the bookmakers tell
me that. But the fact remains that the
broad principles of Socialism are still sup-
ported and it stands as a plank in the
Labor Party's platform. I have no criti-
cism of that. That is that party's objec-
tive and it is the party's right to think
or believe in what it wants to believe in.
On the other hand we believe in Private
enterprise, and that is our right-I think
so, anyway. We have gone along imple-
menting the Policy which we on this side
of the House-the two parties of the
coalition Government-believe in. I
thought I would simply make that point.
I was a bit confused as to what the mem-
ber for Victoria Park was saying in regard
to what the Policy of his party really re-
presented.

Mr. Davies: NO; I would never deny
that it is in our Platform. It is demo-
cratic Socialism and it Is the methods of
attaining that which are conveniently
overlooked by our Political opponents.

Mr. BRAND:
Park has made
should not be
explain it.

The member for Victoria
his speech tonight and he
allowed another one to

Mr. Graham: Perhaps he could get
leave to make a statement.

Mr. BRAND: Maybe. I think we can
deal with this matter, or at least it will
be dealt with at election time and deci-
sions will be made.

Mr. Jamieson: No doubt the Socialist
tiger will be brought up again.

Mr. BRAND: It amazes me that our
friends in Opposition talk about the Soc-
ialist tiger. They get on to the capitalists
-the people who are grinding the workers
into the dirt.

Mr. H. May: You started all this, you
know.

Mr. BRAND: No I did not. It started
over there.

Mr. Graham: You have had a change
of heart since.

Mr. BRAND: As a matter of fact the
capitalist system which we have followed
has brought Western Australia to the
degree of prosperity and stability which
it enjoys today. it is of no use the mem-
ber for Balcatta laughing; for that is a
fact, and for evidence of it we have only
to read Mr. Haw~ke's address to the Indus-
trial Commission.

Mr. Graham: You sound as though you
are singing your swan song.

Mr. BRAND: No I am not. It does
not matter how I sound: I am not sing-
ing any swan song. But I thought
I might just as well bring out these one
or two points at the end of the Address-
in-Reply debate.

We have heard from the Leader of the
Opposition, and from one or two other
sources, of the disunity of the parties on
this side of the House. It seems to me
that the Labor Party is saying, "At last
we have got something to talk about." It
is a fact that we have our differences. We
are two separate Parties, and there is no
doubt problems will arise from time to
time. All I can say at this point in our
history is that the coalition Government
in this State is as united as it ever has
been.

Government members: Hear, hear!

Mr. BRAND: It seems to me that the
Labor Party, bereft of something to talk
about, takes satisfaction in talking about
the disunity which it alleges exists be-
tween us. That is done simply because it
is the only way in which Labor Party
members think they can undermine the
confidence of the public in coalition gov-
ernments. What the Labor Party wants
is something a little more constructive in
its policy which it puts to the people, a
policy as constructive as the one we have.
It is all right for the member for Beeloo
to giggle, but the fact remains-

Mr. Jamieson: I was laughing at how
busy the Press have been since you started
on this theme.

Mr. BRAND: The Press are always busy,
more or less.

A member: I wonder if Ray Owen would
agree with the Premier.

Mr. H. May: Or Len Hamilton.
Mr. BRAND: There are many people

who are not very happy at times. It may
be that there are some other changes
taking place. Mr. Halbert is not very
happy with what has happened: Mr.
McNeill is not very happy; but if the Labor
Party derives any satisfaction from these
changes we recognise that it is all a part
of politics, and we have to accept them.

Mr. H. May: They are very irritating,
however.

Mr. BRAND: I agree; and I would say
the honourable member would find it as
irritating as anybody. In any case, I do
not want to say cheerio to the member
for Collie at this stage, because I am sorry
he is going.

Members will have an opportunity of dis-
cussing the various subjects which they
have mentioned during this debate. It Is
not the intention of the Government to
ask that every speech in Mansard be read
because many of them will be duplica-
tions. No doubt if members are really
sincere about what they have littered here
they will follow it up by letters and by
contacting the various departments and
members of the Government.

Mr. Graham: Before You sit down, are
you in a position to give any indication
what the arrangements will be about
sittings during Royal Show week?
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Mr. BRAND: Yes; I think I can say at
this point of time that we will not be
sitting during Show week.

Mr. Graham: Hear, hear!
Mr. BRAND: We did not sit last year

and I think it was a break in the session.
it may mean we will be here for a few
extra days; nevertheless, it seems to me
some members like to remain here for the
extra time. Last year that arrangement
worked out very satisfactorily, and it did
not unnecessarily delay the end of the
session. As I say, it is the intention of
the Government not to sit during Show
week.

I would like to thank those members
who did support the Government and say
a cheery word about its achievements.
When I introduce the Loan Estimates and
the General Estimates members will see
what real progress is being made in West-
em Australia; because It all gets back to
stability in the economy, and the Estimates
will surely prove this, as members will see.

Mr. Fletcher: Three cheers for us!
Question put and ipassed; the Address-

in-Reply thus adopted.

BILLS (14): INTRODUCTION AND
FIRST READING

1. Vermin Act Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.

Nalder (Minister for Agriculture),
and read a first time.

2. Fire Brigades Act Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced. on motion by Mr. Ross

Hutchinson (Chief Secretary), and
read a first time.

3. Forests Act Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.

Hovell (Minister for Forests), and
read a first time.

4. Inquiry Agents Licensing Act Amend-
ment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.
Craig (Minister for Police), and
read a first time.

5. Alsatian Dog Act Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.

Nalder (Minister for Agriculture),
and read a first time.

6. Anzac Day Act Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.

Brand (Treasurer), and read a first
time.

7. Agricultural Products Act Amendment
Bill.

8. Brands Act Amendment Bill.
Bills introduced, on motions by Mr.

Nalder (Minister for Agriculture),
and read a first time.

9. Radioactive Substances Act Amend-
ment Bill.

10. Chiropractors Bill.
Bills Introduced, on

Ross Hutchinson
Health), and read

motions by I
(Minister

a first time.
11. Supreme Court Act Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.
Evans. and read a first time.

12. Death Penalty Abolition Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.

Graham, and read a first time.
13. Door to Door (Sales) Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.
D. G. May, and read a first time.

14. Painters' Registration Act Amend-
ment Bill.

Hill introduced, on motion by Mr.
Graham, and read a first time.

House adjourned at 11.10 p.m.
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